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INTRODUCTION. 


HE public attention is claimed by the 
following ſermon, not for any pretenſion 

to merit in it as a compoſition, but on account 
of the importance of its ſubject. The want 
of harmony and affection among fellow Chriſ- 
tians, and ſtill more the prevalence of enmity 
and perſecution, have always been ſources of 
lamentation to the real friends of Chriſt, and 
of triumph to his foes. We ſhould imagine, 
if the hiſtory of the Church did not undeceive 
us, that every attempt to obviate theſe evils 
would recommend itielf to the conſciences of 
all ſincere Chriſtians. The obvious neceſſity for 
perſeverance in ſuch endeavours, the benevolent 
ſpirit which they diſcover, and the complicated 
difficulties which they have to encounter, might, 
we ſhould think, apologize for imperfections in 
their plan, and failures in their application. If the 
meaſures now laid before the public, ſhould, on 
the contrary, be treated with indifterence and 
contempt, or excite oppoſition and reproach, the 
authors of them will have ro reflect for their con- 
ſolation, that greater and wiſer men than them- 
ſelves have met with a ſimilar fate. Should the 
preſent efforts be crowned with happier ſucceſs, 
they will attribute it, under the bleſſing of God, 
whoſe honour they aim to promote, to the ad- 
| vantages 
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vantages which have been derived from the 
experience of paſt ages, and from the favour- 
able diſpoſition which has lately appeared among 
various claſſes of pious people, to unite thei: 
excrtions for the ſpread of the Goſpel. 

The ſmall commencement that has been made, 
in the county of Bedford and its neighbourhood, 
by uniting together ſerious Chriſtians of every 
denomination within thoſe limits, will, it is 
hoped, be attended with important fpiritual 
benefit, ſo far as their union extends. But the 
aſſembly before which the following diſcourſe 
was preached, was doubtleſs influenced, in re- 
queſting that it might be publiſhed, by a per- 
ſuaſion that the ſubject of it merited the atten- 
tion of Chriſtians in general. The plan which 
they have adopted ſeems equally practicable by 
others, with ſuch trifling alterations as local cir- 
cumſtances may point out. It may be contracted, 
or expanded, to any degree. It is carefully 
guarded againſt a probability of interference with 
the peculiarities of any party among Chriſtians ; 
and if latent impediments to an univerſal union 
among plous people, of any denomination what- 
ever, ſhould be detected, the fundamental prin- 
ciple upon which the union has been formed, 
requires their immediate abolition. If a party 
exiſts in the religious world, ſo conſtituted, that 
its members cannot conliſtently unite in doing 
good, with any but thoſe of their own com- 
munion, that party is certainly An?!-Chriſtian ; 
for the diſciples of Chriſt have but one Maſter, 
and are all brethren. But, were the principles 
of every party among the profeſſors of Chriſtia- 
nity to be examined, it would probably be 
found, that they include nothing incompatible 
with the union now propoſed. The obſtinate 
averſion which has been thewn both here and 


on the continent, by /me ſects of Chriſtians 
agaĩnſt 
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againſt every attempt hitherto made for peace 
and concord, has evidently reſulted, not from 
the principles upon which they were conſtituted, 
but from the deficiency of a Chriſtian ſpirit, 
and the predominance of a carnal policy in the 
Members of which they were compoſed. When 
the excellent H. W. Ludolf heard of a project 
for uniting ſeveral branches of proteſtants in 
one religious form and way of worſhip, he ob- 
ſerved, that © The moſt effectual way to bring 
de about a union, would be firſt to unite people 
« to God; for then they would readily be 
united among themſelves, But whilſt that 
« dividing ſpirit of ſelf-love bears ſo great a 
« {way in our eccleſiaſtical tranſactions, we 
cannot poſſibly expect any great and laſting 
« effect from an attempt of this nature *.” 

« True Chriſtianity,” favs the ſame writer, 
is a reſemblance of Chriſt. Thoſe notions of 
it are low and mean, which would make it 
conſiſt in outward forms of worſhip merely, 
or in a particular ſet of opinions. It would 
« not ſignify much, if all the men in the world 
*© were brought to uſe the ſame forms and ex- 
« preſſions, ſhould they continue ſlaves to fin, 
and abide in the kingdom of darkneſs ; but 
real holineſs, ſincerely purſued in every par- 
** ticular church, would bring people over to 
* that ſweet and heavenly temper, to which 
*« jarring and diſquiet is a perfect ſtranger. T*” 

The ſpirit of the union lately formed at Bed- 
ford, coincides with the ſentiments expreſſed in 
theſe quotations. Its end, however inadequate 
the means may prove, was no other than to 
reconcile and eſtabliſh the purity, which the 
lacred ſcriptures inſiſt upon, as eſſential to the 


* See Dr. Wright's Treatiſe on being born again. Preface. 
Ditto, Appendix, 
B 2 genuine 
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genuine Church of Chriſt ; together with that 
unity, which they inculcate, as congenial with 
its nature, and neceſſary to its welfare. 

Fact was preferred to theory, in laying the 
foundation of this union. It was not pretended 
to argue from a man's creed, that he conſequently 
muſt, or muſt not, be a real Chriſtian. Our 
Saviour's rule, © by their fruits ye ſhall know 
te them,“ was judged the beſt and ſafeſt. Men 
can only judge by the appearance, and of this 
they are bound to form a charitable judgment. 
But as the ſame outward actions are often per- 
formed upon oppoſite principles, and as the 
virtue or religion, conſequently the Chriſtianity, 
of any ſuitable action muſt depend upon the 
motive from which 1t 1s performed ; 1t 1s evi- 
dently neceſſary, in deciding who are real Chril- 
tians, to attend, not merely to the general con- 
duct, but likewiſe to the principles by which 
. perſons profeſs to be actuated. 

Faith, which worketh by love, alone avails 
any thing in Chriſtianity. Chriſt is the great ob- 
ject of our faith; and what we believe reſpecting 
him is immediately connected with the eſſential 
points of our religious character. Whether he 
1s, or 1s not, the object of our truſt, our worſhip, 
and our obedience, is a queſtion that cannot be 
unimportant. Without an agreement in this 
eſſential point, it is difficult to conceive how 
perſons can walk together in any of the paths of 
religion. The various claſſes of Chriſtians, com- 
prehended within the limits where the union 
has been formed, are happy to entertain no dit— 
ference of judgment, as to the ſenſe of Scripture, 
reſpecting the perſon of Chriſt, or the neceſſity 
and efficacy of his atonement for fin. By grace. 
they hope for falvation, through faith; which 
they aſcribe not to themſelves, but are thankful 
for to God, as his gitt; and as the work - — 
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Holy Ghoſt, renewing the ſpirit of their minds. 
Their known unanimity in theſe ſentiments, 
rendered it unneceſſary to inſiſt upon them in 
the following diſcourſe; but it ſeemed improper 
to leave the public in uncertainty as to their 
views of doctrines, which they regard, in com- 
mon, as eſſential to ſalvation. In ſeveral matters 
of ſubordinate importance, they cannot judge 
alike; but in theſe they exerciſe mutual for- 
bearance, not daring to call that profane, which 
God hath cleanſed. There are, in Bedfordſhire, 
and its neighbourhood, pious perſons of the 
Eſtabliſhed Church; of the late Mr. Weſley's 
connection; of the Unitas Fratrum, uſually 
called Moravians ; and of ſeveral independent 
Churches, both Pædo-baptiſts, and of the de- 
nomination of Particular Baptiſts. The latter, 
which are the moſt numerous within theſe limits, 
includes ſome churches which admit Pædo- 
baptiſts to the Lord's Supper, and others which 
maintain ſtrict communion. But all theſe de- 
ſcriptions, conſiſtently with their various views 
and principles, may unite for purpoſes that do 
not infringe upon the ſentiments, the forms, or 
the diſcipline, of their ſeveral ſocieties, 

Some among their Miniſters were neceſſarily, 
or occalionally, aſſociated with thoſe of their 
own denomination, in diſtant fituations; others 
met, at ſtated periods, with their neighbouring 
brethren, without reſpect of parties. Some of 
theſe conceived the defire for a general Union, 
and they communicated it through the county, 
by a ſhort circular letter from Woburn. In 
conſequence of this ſtep, a meeting was held, 
on the 24th of Auguſt, at Ampt! vill, which had 
been appointed as a central firuation. The 
notice was faund to have been given too fhort a 
time, to admit of many Miniſters aſſembling 
but among thoſe who met on the occaſion, — 
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appeared an unanimity and a cordiality which 
rendered the conference highly ſatisfactory, and 
_ afforded a pleaſing earneſt of their future pro- 

greſs. The author of the ſermon having pro- 
duced a letter, addreſſed to Miniſters of the 
Goſpel of all denominations, it was judiciouſly 
propoſed to adapt it to the attention of private 
Chriſtians; and it was reſolved, that 500 copies 
of it, with the requiſite alterations, ſhould be 
printed and diſtributed among the Miniſters, 
with a brief addreſs, requeſting them to recom- 
mend the ſubject to their ſeveral congregations. 
It has been judged neceſſary to inſcrt this paper 
in the preſent ſtatement, to render it more con- 
nected and complete. 


Reverend Sir, 6 

AT a Meeting held on Thurſday the 24th of Auguſt, 
at Ampthill, it was reſolved that the following Addreſs 
and Plan, which were then unanimouſly agreed to, thould 
be printed; aid that ſeveral Copies ſhould be ſent to all 
thoſe Miniſters, in and near Bedtordſhire, whom we had 
encouragement to regard as Breihren in the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. We requcit the favor of you to diſtribute the in- 
cloſed Copies among the Congregation that attend upon 
your Miniſtry; and if you think it proper to read the Ad- 
dreſs from your Pulpit, you will oblige, in doing ſo, 

Your affectionate Brethren 
and Servants for Chriſt's Sake, 


T. Bull. 
Hm. Coles. 
Rich. Davis. 
Sam. Greatheed, 
Tho. Hillyard. 
Sam. Hillyard 
Ino. Scroxton. 
Tho. Wake. 

I; N. Wakefield. 


Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Brethren, 


THE Lord has favored you above the greater part of 
Mankind. Many Millions of Souls have never heard of 
the living and true God. They know him not as their 
Creator, much leſs as their Redeemer from Sin and deſ- 
truction. But if we have received the Truth as it is in 
Tefus, with ſpiritual benefit, we have caule {till more to 
admire the diſtinguiſhing Mercy of God towards us ; while 
we lament that many hear it, without profit to their Souls. 
What ſhall we render to the Lord for all his Benefits ? Do 
we not make it a matter of our moſt ſerious concern, to 
ſhew forth His praiſe who hath called us from darkneſs to 
marvellous light? The leſs we have been impreſſed with 
the peculiar obligations conferred upon us, the more need 
we have, at "mg pray that the Holy Spirit may ex- 
cite us to a lively gratitude, and to a zealous improve- 
ment of every opportunity for promoting the Glory of 
God, and the good of immortal Souls. 

Thoſe of us, who have been honored with a Call to 
preach the Goſpel, and with ſucceſs in our miniſtration of 
it, are doubtleſs under the ſtrongeſt obligation to every 
good word and work. But to advance the cauſe of Chriſt 
is not the Duty of his Miniſters alone; nor can they effect 
much without the cordial aſſiſtance of private Chriſtians. 
All of you, who contribute your attendance, your prayers, 
and your property, toward the encouragement and ſupport 
of a Goſpel Miniſtry, have an honorable and important 
ſhare in its happy effects. But there are, probably, few 
Miniſters, who might not labour with greater ſucceſs, if 
their Congregations exerted themtelves more, to promote 
and extend their uſefulneſs. 

The Command of Chriſt, to his diſciples, was, to 
preach the Goſpel to all Mankind. Lhey had freely re- 
ceived, and it was their duty freely to impart the invalua- 
ble Gift. This Command is, ſtill, far from having been 
fulfilled. It remains in full force; and it calls for our 
obedience, as opportunity preſents itſelf. How can they, 
who are without the Goſpel, obtain that treaſure, but by 
f, means, in whoſe charge it is depolited ? They, to 
whom the Lord has given worldly abundance, if they ſee 
fellow creatures periſhing for want, are doubtleſs bound in 
duty to relieve them. Every bounty, which God int tuſts 
to us, is to be improved for His Service, and er the 
general Welfare. To be unfaithful to ary truſt which 
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God repoſes in us, muſt change it from a blefling to 4 
curſe. How can we, then, expect the bleſſing of God 
upon the Goſpel, which he has committed to our charge, 
it we neglect to impart it to fellow Sinners, who are 
periſhing tor lack of knowledge ? 

It is to be lamented, that any, who have opportunity 
to attend the ſtated Miniſtry of the Goſpel, ſhould either 
neglect to haar it, or ſhould hear unprofitably. Such 
perſons are peculiarly guilty ; but we are clear from heir 
blood. There are, however, in moſt parts of the County, 
people, ſituated at ſuch diſtances from any ſtated preaching 
of the Goipel, that we cannot expect them, ignorant as 
they are of its value and neceflity, to overcome their hin- 
dran ces to attend upon it. The inhabitants of towns and 
villages. fo circumſtanced, are uſually as deſtitute of true 
Goalineis as Heathens themſelves can be. If we uſe no 
endeavours to introduce the Goſpel to their notice, we 
have reaſon to apprehend that they will be taken away in 
their iniquity. If the degree of their guilt is not ſo great 
as that of thoſe who have the Goſpel within their reach, 
and who do not profit by it; it concerns us to conſider, 
whecher a ſhare of Guilt does not reſt upon us. The 
prophet was told, that, if he did not warn ſinners of their 
danger, their blood would be required at his hands. 

The conduct of moſt, if not all of us, has (we truſt) 
ſhewn, that we are not inſenſible of the truth and im- 
portance of thele principles. We have not contented our- 
ſelves with having the Goſpel at our own doors; but, in 
many inſtances, have carried it to the doors of others. 
Happy are thoſe ot us, whether Miniſters, Congregations, 
or private Chriſtians, that have no cauſe to take ſhame to 
ourſelves, tor omitting ſuch a duty and privilege. Yet 
much, very much, remains to be done in this way. If 
we have done our utmolt ſeparately, let us try what more 
can be accompliſhed by uniting our exertions. Let us 
make them general, inſtead of partial; mutual, not un- 
connected; and ſtated, where they have been occaſional 
and uncertain, 

Such an Union, among real Chriſtians, as is conſiſtent 
with freedom of private judgment, and fulfilment of the 
dictates of conſcience, is warranted and required by the 
Word of God. The Church is one body, of which our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the Head. Whether as private 
Chriſtians, or as diſtinct Societies, we are all members 
one of another; and if we neglect the duties, which, 2 

| | ſuch, 
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ſuch, we owe to each other, and to our exalted head; it 
muſt be diſpleaſing to Him, and hurtful to us. The head 
ſays not to the feet, “ I have no need of you ;” nor ſhould 
the foot ſay © becauſe I am not the hand, I am not of the 
body.” The firſt Chriſtian Churches were united. They 
correſponded, ſympathized, and co-operated together, 
e have too long reſembled the ſcattered bones of Eze- 
kiel's Viſion. If, now, we are diſpoſed to draw near, 
and unite to each other, let us acknowledge it to be of 
God, Can we, till we are united, expect to be clothed 
with vigour and beauty, and animated by the Spirit of 
God! What would be the condition of our Churches, if 
the members of them were no more united together, than 
the Churches themſelves are to one another, as members 
of the general body of Chriſt? What might we not hope 
for, as to mutual benefit, and general uſefulneſs, from a 
ſpiritual, cordial, and active Union of all real Chriſtians ? 
Never was there ſuch an age as that in which we live. 
The Nations are ſhaken. , The Deſire of all Nations 
approaches. The Spirit and the bride fay, Come!“ 
And © let him that heareth ſay, Come!” He who lon 
ſince teſtified theſe things, faith, “ Surely I come quickly. 
Amen! Even fo, come, Lord ſeſus!“ 

Surely it is time, that the keen edge of Bigotry, which 
has ſo long mangled and ſeparated the members of Chriſt's 
body, ſhould be taken off for ever. What are the points 
of difference between real Chriſtians, compared with the 
greatneſs of thoſe objects in which we all agree? The 
Kingdom of God, and His righteouſneſs, are what wwe 
would concur to promote; and we cordially invite real 
Chriſtians, of every pertuaſion, to unite with us for this 
great purpoſe. We atk you, therefore, to treat your ſepa- 
rate intereſts, as ſubordinate to the general cauſe of our 
Lord; to lay afide, ſo tar as the occaſion requires, the 
things in which we differ; and to devote, to the ſpread of 
the Goſpel at large, ſuch a portion of your care, or labour, 
your time, or property, as your immediate duties may 
admit, and your ſeveral circumſtances demand. We aim 
at Unicn, not Uniformity ; we wiſh to excite your zeal, 
not to alter your opinions ; we long to promote your love 
to all fellow Chriſtians, not to lefien your attachment to 
thoſe with whom you are immediately connected. Be ye 
ſeparate from the World; reſiſt and oppoſe Satan; wieid 
only the Weapons which are ſpiritual, and mighty through 
God; meddle not with political Contentions ; but _— 
Alter 
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after the things which make for peace, and whereby one 
may edity another, h 

fn many parts of the Country, fellow Chriſtians have, 
long ſince, ſet us laudable examples of aſſociating together 
for uſeful purpoſes. The diſpoſition has now become ſo 
general, that if we neglected the preſent occaſion, we 
might ſhortly become the only inſtance of diſunion among 
neighbouring Churches. The partial Aſſociations, in 
which ſome of us have been engaged, do nor appear to us 
to ſuperſede that Union we are now recommending. It 
becomes us to attempt making up for the backwardneſs 
which may perhaps juſtly have been imputed to us, by 
profiting from, and improving upon, the plans of earlier 
Aſſociations. 

In ſubmitting to you the, following plan, we hope it 
will derive eflential improvements from your attention and 
communications. Every work mult have a beginning; 
and we have not ſet our hands to this from any notion of 
our ſufficiency for the Undertaking ; but becauſe we are 
ſtrongly perſuaded that the purpoled Union is defirable ; 
becauie we believe it to be a general duty to © provoke to 
Love and to good Works ;” and becauſe we know not 
how ſoon we may be in that ſtate, where there is no work, 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom. Whilſt, there- 
fore, a ſenſe of our own frailty will prevent us from cen- 
ſuring any who may diſapprove, in the whole, or in part, 
of the following Plan, we earneſtly recommend it to your 
ſerious attention; addreſſing ourſelves to 5%, as to per- 
ſons, whoſe hearts, we truſt, are as fincorely concerned 
as our own, to advance the great object at which we aim, 


The Prax, which was annexed to this Ad- 
dreſs, was drawn up in twelve Reſolutions, 
forming the outline which was afterward filled 
up at Bedford. It was publiſhed with the Ad- 
dreſs, in the Evangelical Magazine for Octaber ; 
and it ſeems unneceſſary to reprint it here. A 
meeting was thereby appointed to be heid at 
Bedford, on the 26th of September, to conſult 
on the eſtabliſhment of the propoſed Union; 


and two ſermons were propoſed to be preached 
ON 


INTRODUCTION. xi 


on the occaſion. In the mean time, moſt of the 
Miniſters, to whom copies of the Addreſs had 
been ſent, recommended the ſubject to the at- 
tention of their hearers. When, however, the 
day arrived, the appointed buſineſs, to which 
numbers were looking forward with ardour, was 
ſuſpended by an event that could not be foreſeen. 
The higheſt flood, known to have affected the 
country for a century paſt, deterred many, who 
deſigned to have attended the Meeting, from 
leaving the places of their abode. Others, who 
came from conſiderable diſtances, were obliged 
to return without entering the town of Bedford; 
which was ſurrounded, and partly overflowed by 
the waters, to a conſiderable depth. A few Mi- 
niſters, and others, who gained acceſs to the 
town, met for public worthip. In the after- 
noon,. Mr. Hillyard, of Olney in Buckingham- 
ſhire, preached (in the large meeting-houſe, 
built on the ſpot where John Bunyan formerly 
laboured) upon a text evidently ſuggeſted by the 
ſurrounding ſcene : * Therefore will not we 
« fear, though the earth be removed, and though 
« the mountains be carricd into the midſt of the 
« ſea; though the waters thercot roar, and be 
* troubled, though the mountains ſhake with 
e the ſwelling thereof.” Pſalm xIvi. 2, 3. In 
the evening, at the fame place, the author of 
the enſuing diſcourſe addrefſed his Brethren, 
upon Matthew xxiv. 46. © Blefled is that ſer- 
_« yant, whom his Lord when he cometh, ſhall 
« find ſo doing.” And immediately afterward 
Mr. Dickins, of Keyſhoe, in Bedfordſhire, cloſed 
the ſervices with a ſermon upon Philippians ii. 
16. Holding forth the word of life.” The 
flood prevented many of the inhabitants, and 
ſome of the Miniſters in the town, from either 
attending the public worſhip, or meeting toge- 
ther for conſultation ; but they who had oppor- 
tunity 
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tunity to aſſemble, agreed to poſtpone the 
Meeting for eftabliſhing the Union, to the laſt 
day of the following month. They returned to 
their habitations, thankful to have been permit - 
ted to meet together; eſtabliſhed by their inter- 
view in the purpoſes and hopes they had formed, 
reſigned to the Lord's will concerning the event, 
and carneſtly committing to his bleſſing the cauſe: 
in which they had engaged for his ſervice. 

On the 31ſt of October, their with and expec- 
tation were, through the goodneſs of God, ac. 
compliſhed ; and the delay, that had 2 
ſeemed to be uſeful, rather than detrimental, 
this plan. In the forenoon of that day, Mr. 
Mayle, of Blunham in Bedfordſhire, began the 
public worſhip with prayer. The followi ing 
fermon was then preached ; and Dr. Gordon, of 
St. Neot's in Huntingdonſhire, concluded with 
prayer. Theſe ſervices were conducted at the 
ſame place of worſhip as the former had been; 
and Mr. Samuel Hillyard, Miniſter of the con- 
gregation ſtatedly aſſembling there, gave out 
pſalms and hymns adapted to the occaſion. 
Nearly fifty perſons, Miniiters and others, chiefly 
from the ſurrounding country, dined together ; 
and, with others, aflembled in the afternoon in 
the ſame place of worthip, to conſult and decide 
upon the formation of the Union. Dr. Gordon, 
who was rcquelted to preſide at this conference, 
introduced it by ſeeking divine guidance and 
influence. Having unanimouſly agreed upon the 
nature and objects of the propoſed Union, it was 
eſtabliſhed by a reſolution, that all preſent, who 
were Miniſters or Members of Religious Socic— 
ties, wherein evangelical piety was requiſite to 
communion, ſhould declare themſelves, and each 
other, to be members of an UNION or CHRIS? 
TIANS, formed to promote, by their joint exer- 
tions, the knowledge of che Goſpel. To this 
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reſolution they accordingly ſubſcribed their 
names ; and all agreed to act in their reſpective 
ſituations, together with thoſe whom they might 
afterward aſſociate with themſelves, to the beſt 
- their powers, for the advancement of chriſ- 
an harmony, and ſpiritual uſefulneſs. It was 
hs propoſed to make a commencement of the 
funds, that would be requiſite in extending the 
knowledge of the Goſpel ; and the ſum of torty 
guineas, Chiefly in annual ſubſcriptions, was im- 
mediately contributed by ſeveral of the mem- 
bers, according to their ability and convenience. 
The Miniſters preſent alfo agreed to recommend 
to each of their congregations, to make an an- 
nual public collection for the ſame purpoſe. 
The officers judged to be neceſſary for conduct- 
ing the buſineſs were then choſen, as follows ; 


The Rev. WILLIAM Burr, of Newport Pagnel, 


PRESIDENT. 

SAMUEL GREATHEED, of ditto. Vice 
PRESIDENT. 

SAMUEL HILILIVARD, of Bedford, 
SECRETARY, 


And Mr. Jonx Fosrtr, Merchant, of Biggles- 
wade, TREASURER. 


Another general meeting was appointed to be 
held at Bedford, on the lait Tucſday in April 
1798, the Lord permitting: Mr. Wake, of 
Leighton Buzzard, and Mr. Bull ſenior, of 
Newport Pagnel, were requeſted to preach on 
that occaſion. 

The places, from whence Miniſters or Mem- 
bers of Religious Societies, attended at the for- 
mation of the Union, were diſtributed, for the 
better advancement of the work, into five diſ- 
tricts; viz. 


The 
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The Central, including Bedford, Cardington 
Cotton-End, Cranfield, Steventon. ; 

The North Weftern,—-Newport-Pagnel, Olney 
Yardley, Wollaſton. - 

The South Weſtern, —-- Ampthill, Ridgemount, 
Woburn, Leighton, Thorn. 

The South Eaſtern, —-Zlunham, Biggleſwade, 
Hitchin. 

The North Eaſtern, —--Keyſhoe, Kimbolton, St. 
Neot's, Gamlingay. 


The thanks of the Union having been obli- 
gingly voted for the fermon that had been 
preached, and the publication of it requeſted ; it 
was afterward reſolved, 

That this Union now declare its readineſs to 
correſpond, aſſociate, and co-operate, ſo far as 
it may appear practicable and mutually ſervice- 
able, withall Miniſters of the Goſpel, religious 
Societies, and pious individuals, whereſoever 
{ituated : and 

That Sir Egerton Leigh, who favoured this 
Meeting with his attendance from Warwickſhire, 
be authorized and requeſted to communicate the 
meaſures that have been, and that are propoſed 
to be taken, to thoſe Miniſters in his neighbour- 
hood, whom he judges likely to concur in a plan 
of Chriſtian Union“. 

In the preceding narrative, thoſe meaſures 
which have a perſonal or local reference, have 
been thrown together; it having been thought 
cligible to abſtract from them the ſubſtance of 
thoſe Reſolutions, paſſed at the ſame time, which 
were of general concern, in order to ajtord a 
more diſtinct and comprehenſive idea of the 


* In conſequence of this meaſure, more than twenty Mini- 
ſters of various denominations aſſembled at Little Harborough, 
in Warwickſhire, on the 21ſt of November, and paſled ſeve— 
ral Reſolutions, tending to the eftabliſkment of an union of 
ſerious Chriſtians, on a fimilar plan to that adopted at Bedford. 


plan 


—— 
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lan. In this arrangement, ſome uſe will like- 

wite be made of regulations which have been 
adopted at the ſubordinate mectings, held ſubſe- 
quent to the general meeting, in feveral of the 
diſtricts. Before this is ſubmitted to the Chriſ- 
tian reader's ſerious attention, it appears neceſ- 
ſary to cloſe the narrative of the proceedings. 

The general meeting having been conducted 
with a candour, harmony, and Leal, ſuited to 
the deſign for which it was called; and a foun- 
dation being laid for an union of Chriſtians, 
which, upon however ſmall a ſcale, yet ſeemed 
adapted to connect purity and liberality in the 
greateſt practicable degree ; the aſſembly ſepa- 
rated in peace and thankfulneſs. A crowded 
congregation met in the evening, at the Meet- 
Ing Houſe where Mr. Lurkit adminiſters, who 
read the Hymns; Mr. Bull, ſen. engaged in 
prayer ; Mr. Dickins, - „ene preached 
from Hebrews XI1li. 15, ; By him, there- 
© fore, let us offer the Se of praiſe to God 
* continually ; that is, the fruit of our lips, 
giving thanks to his name: but to do good, 
* and to communicate, forget not: for with 
* ſuch ſacrifices God is well pleaſed.” Mr. 
Davis, of Thorn, concluded with prayer; and, 
after it had been recommended to the united 
congregations to join, at their reſpective places 
of worthip, on the firſt Monday evening in 
very month, to offer vp interceſſion for the 

bleſſing of the Holy Spirit upon this plan, and 
upon every meaſure uſed for the ſpread of the 
Goſpel, at home and abroad, the audience was 
diſmiſſed ; many acknow ledging that God had 
been with them of a truth in the ſervices of the 
day. 

The following analyſts of the plan of union 
is preſented to the public, as an arrangement 
and explanation of the principles adopted, and 
5 the 
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the meaſures meant to be purſued in promoting 
its objects. It includes ſome particulars that 
could not, for want of time, be taken into con- 
ſideration at the general meeting; and which 
are therefore to be regarded as propoſed, rather 
than as determined. On the other hand, the 
plan is yet far from having reached the maturit 
- which it may poſſibly acquire by length of ex- 
perience, and extent of counſels. Every hint 
for this purpoſe, eſpecially ſuch as tend to re- 
move obſtacles to an unlimited union of real 
Chriſtians, will meet with ſerious attention from 
the perſons appointed to conduct the concerns 
of the union, who hope, that, if preſerved to 
another general meeting, they may be enabled 
to propoſe means for its effectual improvement, 


— 


PLAN or A GENFRAL UNION AMONG REA 
CHRISTIANS. 


1. NATURE of the UNION. 


Ir is to conſiſt of perſons who agree in their 
views of Chriſtian faith and practice, ſo far as 
they judge theſe to be eſſential to ſalvation. Tr 
is of a diſtinct nature from all churches, ſeceſ- 
ſions, or aſſociated bodies of Chriſtians, gene- 
rally known to exiſt; and it is meant to interfere 
with none of the peculiar circumſtances of ſen- 
timent, form, or diſcipline, by which they are 
divided. No ſeparation from former religious 
connections, no renunciation of principle, nor 
accommodation of language, 1s requiſite for ad- 
miſſion to this union. Sufficient evidence to 
form a reaſonable and charitable judgment of the 
ſincerity of a Chriſtian profeſſion, is alone to be 


demanded from them who are deſirous to unite. 
- O8 
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2. OB j ES. 


Its objects are not of a civil, but of a reli- 
gious kind; not of a formal, but of a ſpiritual 
nature. Its primary defign 1s to reſtore the 
univerſal Church of Chriſt to ſome meaſure of 
its primitive harmony and unity; and thereby 
to remedy the poſitive and obvious evils, which 
have been produced by diſcord among Chriſtians. 
Its ſecondary aim is to ſpread more effectually 
the knowledge of the Goſpel among mankind 
in general, where they have hitherto remained 
deſtitute or negligent of its advantages. This 
is expected to be eſſentially promoted by an 
union of counſels and operations; and by the 
enlarged views, and affections, and the increaſed 
exertions, which ſuch an unton 1s. adapted to 
produce. The immediate object of the union, 
already formed, is to promote the religious in- 
ſtruction of perſons in their own neighbourhood, 
by preaching, exhorting, reading, conv erfiition; 
and prayer; but in proportion to the enlarge- 
ment of the limits and powers of the union, it 
is deſirahle, that every object of general uſeful- 
neſs, that is of a purely religious nature, and 
tending to the everlaſting ſalvation of fellow 
linners, ſhould be embraced in its progreſs. 
To ſpread the Golpe! in the dark and depraved 
parts of the Britith C-/on7es, and in the Heather: 
world, with every ſpiritual and evangelical un- 
dertaking, for which there is evident occaſion, 
and which does not relate to the internal con- 
cerns of Churches, or cannot be accomplitned 
by thet ſcparare firength, are proper ſubjects 
for the attention of an union of Chriſtians. 


3. Mewerrs. 


All perſons of the deſcription given in the firſt 
article, who deſire admithon to this union, are 
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conſidered as willing to promote its objects, 
according to their ability and opportunity. 

All who have been (according to their oy 
views of the proper mode and ſubject) baptized 
into the name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt ; and who likewiſe partake of the 
Lord's Supper, with Churches, or religious 
ſocieties, in which evidence of evangelical piety 
is requiſite to communion, ſhall, upon their re- 
queſt, be conſidered as members of this union. 

They who are in communion with Churches, 
or religious ſocieties, wherein ſuch evidence is 
no required, but which are under the direction 
of Miniſters of approved faith and conduct, 
ſhall be admitted to union upon a ſuitable teſti- 
mony from the Miniſter on whom they attend. 

Perſons who are 10 joined in communion with 
any Church or religious ſociety, but whoſe cha- 
racter, as ſincere Chriſtians, is known and ap- 
proved, by others who are members of the 
union, may, upon heir teſtimony, be admitted. 

No ſubſcription to any. confeſſion of faith, no 
engagement to peculiar modes of conduct, nor 
any pecuniary contribution, is to be demanded 
in order to their admiſſion. 

Thoſe perſons only who have been admitted 
as members of the union, are entitled to vote 
reſpecting its meaſures, or can be appointed to 
conduct and carry them into effect, 


4. MrertixGs, 


Theſe indiſpenſable means of union and of 
co-operation, are to be regulated, as to their 
frequency, and other circumſtances, by the calls 
which ariſe from the progreſs of the work. 
They are to be conducted in ſuch manner as to 
avoid unneceſſary trouble and expence. They 
are to be acceſſible to all perſons who chuſe to 


attend at them. All the members of the union 
{ſhall 
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ſhall be preſent at them, as often as they can 
without neglect of their duty in other relations. 
A general Meeting ſhall be held once, or 
oftener, in each year; to be attended from as 
great diſtances as can conveniently be traverſed 
by the more active Members of the union; 
which will probably be from 20 to 30 miles, 
around the place of meeting. The Members 
thus aſſembled, ſhall elect, by ballotif convenient, 
a Preſident ; and, if he requeſts that aſſiſtance, a 
Vice-preſident ; to preſerve order, and expedite 
buſineſs at the Meeting, and to ſuperintend the 
concerns of the union, within the limits of the 
country from whence the Members preſent have 
aſſembled. In like manner, a Secretary ſhall be 
choſen, to record the proceedings of the Meet- 
ing, and to conduct the correſpondence of the 
union, under the direction of the Preſident, 
Likewiſe a Treaſurer, to take charge of the 
funds neceſſary to be raiſed; to make diſburſe- 
ments, upon applications certified by the Prefi- 
dent ; and to keep regular accounts, which {hail 
be audited at the next general Meeting. On 
that occaſion, the office of each of theſe perſons 

terminates ; but any of them are re-eligible. 
For the more expeditious and effectual diſ- 
charge of butineſs, the extent of country, to 
which the general Mecting relates, ſhall be dif- 
tributed into ſeveral diſtricts ; in cach of which 
ſubordinate Meetings ſhall be held, by Members 
of the Union reſiding in the diſtrict, ſo often as 
they may have occaſion to make reports, or to 
hold conſultations. For the purpoſe of con- 
ducting theſe Meetings in ſuch a manner as may 
be moſt conducive to the general advantage, it 
ſeems deſirable that the officers of the Union 
mould be preſent at them, as frequently as may 
be in their power; and that one of them at leaſt, 
ſhould be at each of the diſtrict Meetings. Their 
8 travelling 
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travelling expences, out of the diſtrict in which 
they reſide, are, therefore, to be charged to the 
general account. The Mectings may either be 
held, always at one convenient place, toward the 
centre of each diſtrict; or, alternately, at the 
ſeveral places in the diſtrict, where Members of 
the Union reſide. The latter mode, where prac- 
ticable, is attended with ſeveral advantages. In 
cach diſtrict, one, or more of the members, 
may be choſen, to act as Secretary, and to re- 
ceive contributions, and tranſmit them to the 
treaſurer of the Union. At theſe Meetings, all 
meaſures neceſſary to be taken in the diſtrict, 
ſhall be decided by ballot or vote; the reſoluti— 
ons recorded ; Members of the Union admitted, 
and regiſtered ; and the whole be communicated 
to the Secretary of the Union ; and through him 
to the Preſident ; who ſhall report, at the next 
general Meeting, whatſoever concerns the com- 
mon good. 

If the limits of the Union extend ſufficiently, 
other general Meclings may be held, at centrical 
fituations ; and the buſineſs be conducted, within 
their reſpective limits, in a ſimilar mode, ſo far 
as it may be applicable to local circumſtances. 
The Preſidents, or other agents for each branch 
of the Union, ſhould correſpond upon all ſub- 
jects of general concern; and Members may be 
deputed from one general Meeting, to attend at 
another; in order to receive and impart advice; 
to teſtify their mutual reſpect and affection ; to 
cement their union with cach other, and with all 
who love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity ; and 
to co-operate in all meaſures that tend to ad- 
vance nis kingdom beyond their own reſpective 


borders, 
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5. NI᷑ASURxES. 


The meaſures to be uſed by Members of this 
Union, in promoting its objects, muſt, in gene- 
ral, be ſuch as are worthy of the Goſpel; not 
doing evil that good may come. They ſhall be 
purſued in conformity with, and under the pro- 
tection of, the laws of the land. No Member 
ſhall de called upon to act in any mode incom- 
patible with the diſcipline of the religious com- 
munity to which he belongs. No place {hall be 
ſet apart for public worlthip, by this Union, in 
the neighbourhood of any evangelical congrega- 
tion, or of the reſidence of any pious and zealous 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, without his, or their 
conſent. Thoſe parts of the Lord's day ſhall be 
preferred, as ſeaſons for preaching, when there is 
no other public worlmp whatever in the neighy 
bourhood. 

Reports ſhall be made, at the meetings in the 
diſtricts, of all neighbouring towns, villages, 
and hamlets, in which thoſe. truths, the know- 
ledge of which we apprehend to be important 
to the ſalvation of ſinners, are 20 preached. 
Enquiry ſhall be made for perſons willing to have 
their houſes regiſtered for preaching, or to admit 
meetings for prayer and reading : and houſes or 
rooms hired, if poſſible, where theſe reſources 
fail. 

Miniſters belonging to the Union will avail 
themſelves of theſe advantages, as far as their 
time and health admit. If one has more calls to 
preach than he can fulfil, he will receive aſſiſt- 
ance from ſome neighbouring miniſter, who has 
fewer. They will, occaſionally, exchange their 
village lectures, to excite greater attention. 
Places that are populous, and centrically ſituated, 
may be ſupplicd by ſeveral Miniſters, in a regu- 


lar courſe. 
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Where there are ſufficient calls for employ- 
ment, and means of ſupport, a ſuitable Miniſ- 
ter, to inerate conſtantly, ſhall be fought for, 
and engaged. 

Where theſe means are defective, it is recom- 
mended to congregations, as a laudable ſacriſice, 
to ſpare their Miniſter, occafionally, or con- 
ſtantly, one part of the ſabbath, to preach in 
unenlightened places. Lectures ſhall be preached 
on other evenings in the week, where they are 
likely to be well attended. 

Members of the Union, who are no! Miniſ- 
ters, but whoſe capacity is approved by the 
Miniſter on whom they ſtatedly attend, ſhall be 
requeſted, when neceſſary, to conduct prayer 
Meetings, read ſermons, exhort, or preach, in 
the villages; to attend ſunday ſchools; and to 
accompany Miniſters, into neighbouring places, 
where the Goſpel has not uſually been preached. 
Members, who can ſupply little or no pecuniary 
help to the Union, may, in ſome or other of 
theſe ways, become eſſentially uſeful to its 
ſucceſs. | 


6. Fos. 


It is evident, that, although much good may, 
at a ſmall expence, be done, within certain limits, 
upon this plan, yet its uſefulneſs may be carried 
to the utmoſt extent that its funds can be made 
to ſupport. Ir is recommended to all congrega- 
tions, to which Members of this Union belong, 
to make, if poſſible, one pruzlic collet7ion every 
year, for its aſſiſtance in promoting the general 

| . The affluent and liberal, who are men- 
bers of the Union, will afford it the moſt ſuitable 
and regular ſupport, by annual ſubſcriptions. 
Others, who wiſh well to the ſpread of the Go!i- 
pel and the good of fellow- creatures, but who 


diſtruſt their own claim to the privileges Ly 
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chriſtians, will not, it is hoped, withhold their 
contributions from the Union, on account of not 
becorping its Members; any more than they do 
from the congregations with which they join in 

ublic worthip, though not in communion at 
the Lord's ſupper. 

As the Union of chriſtians, without diſ- 
tinction of parties, is a ſubject not of local, but 
of uiverſa! concern, and may be rendered ca- 
pable of unlimited uſefulneſs ; it is humbly ſug- 
geſted to all pious and generous perſons, whoſe 
diſtance of ſituation, or peculiar circumſtances, 
may hinder them from co-operating in other 
reſpects, that their donations will be gratefully 
reccived, as tokens of their approbation and 
good-will, and faithfully employed for the gene- 
ral cauſe of their Lord and ours, if they are 
conveyed to Mr. Joux Fosrrr, Biggleſwade ; 
GrorgGr Livivs, Eſq; Bedford; The Rev. Sa- 
MUEL GREATHEFED, Newport-Pagnel ; or Jos 
REYYER, Eſq; Duck's-foot-lane, London, 


SERMON. 
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PSALM cxxxiii. I. 


BEHOLD, HOW GOOD, AND HOW PLEASANT IT IS, 
FOR BRETHREN TO DWELL TOGETHER IN UNITY, | 


The ſhort pſalm, which begins with this 
exclamation, ſeems to have been written upon 
occaſion of ſome ſolemn aſſembly of the Iſrael- 
ites, They were enjoined, by the law of Moſes, 
to gather together from all parts of the land of 
Canaan, three times in each year, at the feaſts 
which were held at Jeruſalem. It has been con- 
jectured, * not unreaſonably, that the compari- 
ions, which are uſed in the following verſes, 
regarded the appearance of the encampments, 
which the multitude of the aſſembled worthip- 
pers, too numerous to be lodged within the 
city, had extended over the neighbouring hills, 
and along the narrow vallies by which they were 
interſected. A mind, like the pſalmiſt's, rich 
in imagery, might naturally ſuggeſt a reſem- 
blance between the innumerable tents, which 
ipangled the ſurrounding country, and the dew 
drops, which he had ſeen diffuſed over the ex- 
tenſive borders of Mount Hermon, gliſtening 
with the beams of the riſing ſun, Turning his 


* Vide Michaelis in loco. : 
view 
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view to the city and the tabernacle, and perhaps 
beholding the high-prieſt entering upon the 
ſolemnities of the day, he compares the emi. 
nence, where the ſanctuary was ſituated, to the 
head of Aaron, upon which the ſacred oil was 
poured, ſo copiouſly, that it trickled down upon 
his garments *, as the encampments ſpread from 
the ſuburbs through the adjacent fields. His 
reflections, formed into a bricf, but beautiful 
ode, are introduced by the words of the text, 
« Behold, how good, and how pleaſant it is, 
for brethren to dwell together in unity!“ 
The pſalms are often quoted in the New Teſ- 
tament, as having a prophetical ſignification. 
7 Many pious and learned writers have concurred 
in the opinion, that this character is applicable 
to the whole collection which we have of theſe 
ſacred poems. I ſee no reafort to deny, that the 
expreſſions before us have a regard to thoſe aſ- 
ſemblies, which, under the Goſpel, worſhip the 
Father, not in fanctified places, but in ſpirit 
and in truth. Through the moſaic veil, which 
was rent when Jeſus expired, we diſcover our 


great High- prieſt, anointed, above his fellows, 
with the ch of glalneſs, chat it might deſcend 
upon kis members: and theſe are elſewhere com- 
mared, by che gHlmiſt, to the dew at the birth 
of day F. In cyery age, and in all circum- 


ganges, it is good, and pleaſant, for believers 
n God's word to dwell together in the unity of 
the Spirit, in which their fellowſhip is with the 
Father, and with his Son Jcſus Chriſt. 

In applying this ſubject to our improvement 
of the preſent opportunity, it ſeems proper to 
conſider, 


* yen ſignifies, not the ſkirts, but the hole in the robe 
of the ephod, by which it was ſlipped over the head, See 
Exod, XXxX1X, 23. + Pſalm ex. 3. 


x. 2 


„ 
1. The character of the perſons ſpoken of, as 
implied by the title given to them ; Brethren : 

2. The conduct recommended to perſons of 
this deſcription ; dwelling together in unity: and, 

3. The high approbation expreſſed of ſuch a 
conduct; How good, and how pleaſant it is 

And while we attempt to meditate on theſe 
things, may the God of peace and love fill us 
with ſuitable diſpotitions, and guide us into his 
will reſpecting the occaſion and deſign of this 
meeting! 

1. Upon the charaFer of perſons muſt depend 
the propriety of their dwelling together, and 
even the poſſibility of their living in unity. 
The title, here uſed, expreſſes a mutually en- 
dearing relation, v hich in its moſt extenſive ap- 
plication, connects the whole human race. The 
. words of Malachi, “ Have we not all one 
« Father? Hath not one God created us?“ 
have, however, a more emphatical ſignification, 
when applied peculiarly to the Iſraelites. Of 
the family of Jacob, and diſtinguiſhed from 


other nations by the knowledge and worſhip of 


the only living and true God, they were brethren 
in a higher ſenſe of the term. Under the Goſ- 

el diſpenſation, the bonds of natural , kindred 
are no longer connected with thoſe of religious 
privileges, as they were under the law. But 
the diſſolution of carnal ties made way for the 
extenſion and confirmation of thoſe of a ſpiri- 
tual nature. Our Lord fore-warned his diſci- 
ples among the Jews, that he had © other ſheep, 
c which were not of the ſame fold with them, 
and that them alſo he mult bring; and they,“ 


ſaid he, © ſhall hear my voice, and there ſhall 


ebe one fold, and one ſhepherd. They who 
before, as heathens, had been far off, were 
made nigh by the blood of Chriſt, who became 
the peace-maker for all, breaking down the 

ſeparating 
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ſeparating wall of jewiſh ordinances, that he 
might unite in one the two divifions of man. 
kind, which had been at enmity with each other, 
becauſe unreconciled to God. 

In treating of the bonds, by which believers 


in Chriſt are united as brethren, their mutual 


relation, and their general reſemblance, afford 


matter of reflection adapted to promote their 


attachment to each other. 

The affinity of brethren toward each other, 
is grounded in their relation to a common parent, 
So, the union of the children of God depends 
upon their union to HIM. They are bound to 
each other by every tie that unites men together, 


as created and preſerved by the ſame univerſal 


parent ; and every peculiar benefit, by which 
they are diſtinguiſhed from others, becomes a 
new, and more powerful bond. Whatever, as 
believers in Chriſt, they, in common, hope for, 
or experience, obliges them to mutual love, as 
brethren, beyond what they owe to others. 
That God fo loved the world as to ſend his 
c only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth 
re in him ſhould not periſh but have everlaſting 
« life,” is a truth, which indeed ſhould prompt 
us to univerſal love toward fellow ſinners. But 
whilſt the judgment of pious people differs, in 
other reſpects, concerning the ran/oy which our 
bleſſed Saviour paid tor ſinners, and the redemp- 
tion which is accomplithed by it; ail agree, that 
real believers in Chriſt are reſcued by his ſacri- 
fice from the condemnation of God's law, and 
are made the habitations of God, by his ſpirit 
dwelling in them. Therefore although not a 
human creature lives, of whom any of us would 
dare to ſay, Chriſt died 97 for that man: and 
although every fellow finner has a more tender 
claim to our regard from this conſideration ; 


yet they who believe in Chriſt have an un- 
doubted, 


| 1 
doubted, an univerſal, a pre- eminent claim to 
our love, as brethren, becauſe we are all bound 
to regard them as redeemed from ſin and the 
world by the manifeſtation of the Son of God, 
who loved hem and gave himſelf for them. It is 
true, they love him, and we love him; and muſt 
therefore love cach other alſo : but our love to 
Chriſt is not worthy of the name. Herein is 
© love; not that we loved God, but that he 
« loved us, and ſent his Son to be the propitia- 
« tion for our ſins. Beloved, if God fo loved 
« us, we ought alſo to love one another.” And 
the ſcriptures ſet forth the amazing love of 
Chriſt to his people, not only as a conſtrainin 
motive to excite them to love each other, but 
even as an example of the extent, to which fra- 
ternal love ſhould, when neceſſary, be carried: 
« Hereby perceive we the love of God, becauſe 
« he laid down his life for us: and we: ought to 
e lay down our lives for the brethren,” 

There cannot, one would think, be a ſtronger 
bond of union than the intereſt that we believe 
each other to have in the dying love of Jeſus. 
It is, indeed, the fource of all motives to mu- 
tual affection among 'chriitians ; but the ſtream, 
which flows from this opened fountain, enlarges 
as it procecds. How ſtrong an incitement Is it 
for us to love as brethren, when we conſider, 
that “ to as many as. have received Chriſt, he 
% gave the ineſtimable priviiege of becoming 
ce the ſons of God; even to them that believe 
« in his name; who are born not of blood, nor 
* of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of 
« man, but of God.”* We arc brethren in the 
important ſenſe of being rn of God, born of 
the ſpirit from above, chiidren of God by faith 
in Chriſt Jeſus, whoſe ſpirit we have, if we are 
his. Compared with our filial relation to God, 
no carthly relation is to be ſpoken of. We are 

to 


(I 
to © call no man our father on earth, for one i; 
* our Father who is in heaven.” Yet it is by 
the love that we diſcover toward our brethren in 
the faith, that we are to prove, and exerciſe, the 
love we profeſs to God as our Father. Ng 
te man hath ſeen God at any time. If we love 
©« one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love 
C js perfected in us. If any man ſay, I love 
« God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: 
ec for he that loveth not his brother, whom he 
cc hath ſeen, how can he love God, whom he 
« hath not ſeen? And this commandment have 
« we from him, that he who loveth God love 
« his brother alſo.” 

The future effects of the redeeming love of 
Chriſt, added to its preſent fruits, heighten the 
importance of our relation as brethren, and 
ſtrengthen the obligations we are under to mutual 
love. Of them, to whoſe minds the Spirit 
beareth witneſs that they are the children of 
God, it is ſaid, “and it children, then hcrrs; 
« heirs of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt.” 
How delightful is the proſpect, how glorious 
the hope ſet before us, for ourſelves and for one 
another! Pious people arc agreed that God 
« will not leave them nor forſake them; and 
that none can pluck them out of the hand of 
« Chriſt.” What then have we to make our 
general concern, but that God may © put his 
« fear into our hearts, that we may not depart 
« from him?” © Give diligence to make your 
te calling and election ſure;“ © rejoice in the 
« hope of the glory of God; and“ ſee that ye 
* love one another out of a pure heart fervently,” 
as thoſe © who are begotten again unto an in- 
ce heritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and 
te that fadeth not away, reſerved in heaven for 
* you, who are kept by the power of God 

« through 
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« through faith unto ſalvation, ready to be re- 
« yealed in the laſt time.“ 

We ſee how ſuitable it is that faith and hope 
ſhould work by love. May we not confidently 
aſſert, that, ſo far as they are in exerciſe, they 
muſt, and will produce this effect? But it is not 
merely from things, which, though they are eter- 
nal, are unſeen, that J have to inculcate upon 
you a diſpoſition proper for brethren in Chriſt. 
In earthly familics there is not only a relation to 
the common parent, an intereſt in his love, and 
a title to proviſion and inheritance, but there 
is uſually a viſible re/emblance among brethren, 

ariſing from the reſemblance they bear to their 
parent, and from the condition in which they 
are placed by their dependance on him. So, in 
the family v hich on earth is named after Chriſt, 
there is a reſemblance in the diſpoſition, the con- 
duct, and experience; {ſuitable to their character 
as brethren ; and adapted, if properly contidered, 
to cement their mutual love. 

All, whom God “ calls and juſtifies,“ are to be 
« conformed to the i image of his Son.” How- 
ever various their natural diſpoſitions, and how- 
ever oppoſite they have been to the mind of 
Chriſt, they now © repent, and are converted.“ 
The“ heart of ſtone'* is taken away, and a 
« heart of fleſh” is given to them. They be- 
come ſenſible of their depravity and guilt, thei 
pollution, and their helpleſſneſs. They are con- 
vinced of their condemnation by God's law, and 
are in earneſt to eſcape the wrath to come. 
Chriſt becomes precious to them, in proportion 
as they perceive the nature and ſuihctency of his 
ſalvation. His Word becomes their meditation 
and their comfort: his Spirit their guide and 
their help. “ Being juſtificd by faith, they have 
« peace with Gd through Jeſus Chrig. In 
mort, “ bchoiding as in a "af; the glory of the 
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e Lord, , they are changed into the ſame 
« image, from glory to glory, even as by the 
« Spirit of the Lord.” Such is the picture 
which the Scriptures, our experience, and our 
obſervation, concur to give us of a child of God. 
Do you not, my brethren, delight to contemplate 
it? You ought to do ſo; for it is the image of 
God himſelt, impreſſed on the human mind. 
And while you trace the reſemblance of © our 
«« Father, who is in heaven,“ if you © love him 
* who begat,”” you will ſurely alſo © love them 
« who are begotten of him.” 

The conduct and converſation of believers 
afford but an imperfect diſcovery of what they 
think and feel of ſpiritual objects; yet by the 
fruit you may diſcern the nature of the tree, 
whatever impediments there may be to its abun- 
dant fruitfulneſs. The words and actions of con- 
verted perſons are greatly varied by their natural 
tempers, and former habits of life; by the cuſ- 
toms of the people with whom they uſually 
aſſort; by their temporal conditions, and unequal 
opportunities of general knowledge: but when 
the fear and love of God prevail, there will be 
an important difference in the conduct from 
what it was whilſt without God, and from what 
it is in thoſe who remain devoted to the world; 
and there will be an important reſemblance 1n 
the conduct of all who are children of God by 
faith in Chriſt. They © have put off the old 
« man with his deeds, and have put on the new 
« man which is renewed in knowledge, 1 in righte- 
c ouſneſs, and true holineſs, aiter the i image of 
cc him who created him.”* It is their deſire, 
their purpoſe, and endeavor, to be“ imitators 
« of God,” as affectionate children imitate their 
parents; and Chriſt “ has left them an example 
« that they might walk in his ſteps.” It is 


therefore to be expected, that their general con- 
duct 
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duct muſt have a ſtrong reſemblance. The great 
variety of the ſituations in which I have been 
placed, at different periods of my life, enables 
me, my brethren, to bear a peculiar teſtimony 
to the certainty of the fact. In remote countries 
I have met with perſons, whoſe forms, whoſe 
language, whoſe very ſentiments, in many reſpects, 
(ſome of which I had previouſly thought to be of 
the utmoſt importance) differed exceedingly from 
my own; yet, upon a cloſe and atrentive view of 
their lives, I was convinced, that they were no 
other than the children of God, and heirs of the 
kingdom of heaven. We took ſweet counſel 
e together, and walked unto the houſe of God 
* in company ;” nor had 1 occaſion, afterward, 
to © hide myſelf” from them. Several of them 
have finiſhed their courſe with joy, and have 
joined the Church of the firſt- born. Excuſe me, 
my brethren, if I am earneſt in preſſing ſincere 
followers of Chriſt, however different in forms 
and inferior views, to know each other better, 
and love each other more. I ſhould probably, ar 
this hour, have felt as much repugnance to ſuch 
an Union as any of you can do, had not God, 
by peculiar diſpenſations of his providence 
taught me not to call that common, which ur 
hath cleanſed. 

It 1s an affecting conſideration to them who 
are brethren in Chriſt, that, amidſt all the diver- 
ſity of their forms and opinions, there is a general 
and ſtriking reſemblance, both in their inward, 
and their outward eperience. The heart know- 
eth its own bitterneſs, and a ſtranger inter- 
% meddleth not with its joy;“ but the people of 
Chriſt are of one heart; they all know the plague 
of their own heart; their ſpiritual diſtreſſes, their 
fears, their hopes, their conſolations, are drawn 
trom the ſame ſources of which their brethren 
have taſted, though tome have drunk deeper 
D than 
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than others. This may likewiſe be affirmed of 
their oe re experience in moſt reſpects. © If 
« any man will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, he 
* muſt endure perſecution.”* “ We mult ſuffer 
« with Chriſt before we reign with him.” The 
world, which hated and deſpiſed him, will treat 
all who reſemble him in diſpoſition and conduct, 
with the fame enmity and reproach. Nay, ir 
appears that he ſuffered the temptations of Satan, 
and the contradiction of ſinners, for the very 
purpoſe of ſupporting and encouraging us, amidſt 
theſe trials. In all things it, behoved him to 
« be made like unto his brethren; and in that 
« he himſelf hath ſuffered, being tempted, he 
is able to ſuccour them that are tempted.” 
We have not, therefore, * a highprieſt, who can- 
de not be touched with the feeling of our inſir— 
ce mities; but one who was in all points tempted 
« like as we are:“ and ſhall we allow ourſelves 
to be ſo unlike our Lord, and ſo unnatural 
toward our brethren, as not to ſympathize with 
them? © No temptation hath aſſailed us, that 
« is not common to humanity.” The afflic- 
tions endured by us, are “ accompliſhed alſo 
nin our brethren, throughout the world.” Let 
us therefore © weep with them who cep, and 
© rejoice with them who rejoice.” Let the 
feelings which are due to all mankind, be exer- 
ciſed, in the moſt eminent degree, toward our 
brethren in Chriſt; with whom we are but © one 
e body, and one ſpirit, even as we are called in 
« one hope of our calling; for there is one 
« Lord, one faith, one baptiſm; one God, and 
« Father of all, who is above all, and through 
« all, and in us all.” 

All fincere believers in Jeſus Chriſt ought, 
then, to regard each other as brethren, in their 
relation to God and to each other; redeemed by 
the r blood of Chriſt, renewed by the 

4 Holy 
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Holy Spirit, and made meet for an everlaſting 
inheritance with the ſaints. They alſo reſemble 
each other, in their prevailing diſpoſitions and 
conduct; and in what they inwardly and out- 
wardly experience. Theſe are bonds of Union, 
not between the members of one ſociety or 
of one denomination of Chriſtians alone, but 
between all who love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 
ſinccrity, without any diſtinction ariſing from 
the circumſtances wherein they differ. How 
ample is the foundation, how exalted the build- 
ing of the genuine church of Chriſt! To what 
ſhall we liken it? Not, ſurely, to ſo inferior a 
fabrick, as could be erected upon all the ſenti= 
ments that were ever laid for the foundation of 
ſchiſm, although it were compoſed of every 
variety in form and diſcipline, by which churches 
of human conſtruction have been diverſified. 
The things which have divided Chriſtians from 
one another, could never have ſeemed great, had 
not thoſe which united them been loſt fight of. 
How wonderful is it, that the three-fold cord of 
Faith, and Hope, and Love, ſhould ever have been 
broken! May we be re-united by it, ſo that 
„ neither death, nor life, principalities nor 
powers, things preſent nor to come, may be 
c able to ſeparate us, again, from that love of 
© God,” and of our brethren, * which is in 
« Chriſt Jeſus our Lord.” 

What 1 have now to recommend, as a duty 


and a privilege, to thoſe of you, who, in ſo 


many important views, ſhould regard each other 
as Brethren, is 
2. To dwell together in Unity. 
By theſe expreſſions, our tranſlators of the 
Bible have endeavored to reach the force of the 
original terms, which have by ſome others“ 


* Se Ainſworth's Pentateuch, &c, and Purver's Bible. 
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been more literally rendered, “to dwell even 


* together.” According to that application of 
the phraſe which ſeems beit ſuited to its prinary 
ſenſe, it could not mean, that the perſons 1po- 
ken of ſhould dwell together through the whole 
courſe of their lives; but that they ſnould af- 
ſemble, and abide together, as much as they 
had opportunity, in the worſhip and ſervice of 
Jehovah. The Ifraclites dwelt together, in the 
land of Canaan, at the time when this pſalm 
appears to have been written, in greater unity 
than any other nation is known to have done; 
and even than they themſelves did, either before, 
or afterward. Their cribes, however, inhabited 
{ſeparate allotments of the land; and it was only 
upon occaſion of the ſolemn feaſts, held at 
Jeruſalem, that they ſtatedly mingled together. 
It was as worſhippets of the one true God, Je- 
hovah, that they were united, as ſpoken of in 
the text. And the Union, which I have to 
recommend to you, my brethren, is one which 
does not reſpect your ſtare in civil ſociety, but 
merely your religious fellowſhip. It is as 
brethren in the ſenſes already pointed out, that 
I exhort you to dwell together in Unity. The 
intimate, and. eternal ties, by which you are 
connected as believers in Chriſt, are the ſources 
of many and great duties, that you owe one to 
another, and that cannot be fulfilled, except, 
ſo far as you have opportunity, you dwell lo— 


gether. 


I have intimated my belief that the pſalmiſt, 
by the ſpirit of prophecy, looked forward to 


that unity of Br=thren, which ſhould be eſta— 


bliſhed under the diſpenſation of rhe Goſpel. 
Other holy men ot God ſpake alſo, as they were 

moved by the Holy Ghoſt, of this ſubject. So 
Zechariah foretold, that“ Jehovah,” though at 
that time worſhipped only by the Jews,“ ws 
10 e 
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« be king over all the earth: in that day,” ſaid 
the prophet, “ ſhall there be one Jehovah, and 
« his name one.” Chap. xiv. 9. And, long 
after the deceaſe of the royal pſalmiſt, the Lord 
ſpake thus by the prophet Ezekiel; © I will ſet 
« up one ſhepherd over them, and he ſhall feed 
© them, even my ſervant David;“ chap. xxxiv. 
2. and again; David, my ſervant ſhall be 
« king over them; and they ſhall all have ane 
« ſhepherd.” Chap. xxxvil. 24. The name of 
David, ſigniſics a relation, or one who is beloved ; 
and the character of a ſhepherd, which is fo 
frequently aſcribed to Chriſt, points us to him, 
as the ſubject of theſe prophecies. The Goſ- 
pel, which he came to eſtabliſh, was, at once, 
a conſummation of the preceding maniteſtations 
of God's will, and an inſtitution completely 
adapted to the nature and tendency of the objects 
to which it relates. The views in which all the 
people of God are brethren, were not fully illuſ- 
trated till the Goſpel was promulgated ; and it 
might reaſonably be expected, that the unity, 
which ſuch an endcaring relation and reſem— 
blance required, would e be firmly eſtabliſhed. 
But the expreſſions, which our Lord uſed, when 
interceding for his people, before he was offered 
up, tranſcend all the ideas, which we can form, 
by our experience, or conjecture, of that Union, 
which he deligned to ſubſiſt among them who 
are called by his name. © Holy Father,“ ſaid 
he, „ keep, through thine own name, thoſe 
e whom thou haſt given me; that they may be 
c one, as we are. Neither pray I for theſe 
e alone, but for them, alſo, which ſhall believe 
«© on me, through their word: that they all 
% may be one, as thou Father, art in me, and 
[ in thee; that they alſo may be one in us; 
that the wor'!d may believe that thou haſt feat 
me. And the glory which thou gaveſt me, 
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I have given them : : that they may be one, even 
£6 AS We are One,” 

Alas, how is this glory departed from the 
church of Chriſt! Where is this onentss to be 
found? Shall we content ourſelves with the 
Unity that ſubſiſts, here and there, among a 
handful of perſons, worſhipping under one 
roof? Shall we be ſatisfied that this, or that 
ſec of chriſtians, is cloſely compacted together; 
whilſt it is but the more Wy detached from 
the reſt of Chriſt's people? How are men of 
the world to believe in the divine Miſhon of our 
Saviour? they believe it not they blaſpheme 
the name of Jeſus: and they themſelves aſſign, 
as a reaſon for their unbelief, that chriſtians (ah, 
how unworthy of the name !) are divided, and 
oppoſed among thernſelves. They who are 
Brethren, in ſpiritual and eternal ties, dwell not 
together in Unity !! 

In the beginning it was not ſo. Whilſt their 
Lord's precepts ſounded in their ears, and vi- 
brated in their hearts, his followers could not 
but dwell together in unity, He had new 
modelled the command of loving their neigh- 
bours as themſelves. It was to be performed 
under new ſanctions, —with a new ſpirit, and in 
a new manner. A new commandment,” ſaid 
he, © I give unto you, that ye love one ano- 
* ther: as I have loved you, that ye alſo love 
« one another. By this ſhall all men know 
« that ye are my diſciples, if ye love one 
* another.” This charge he gave to them in 
immediate connection with the prediction, that 
in a ſhort time he ſhould be removed from them. 
Accordingly, when he had aſcended from Mount 
Olivet, the apoſtles returned to Jeruſalem, and 
continued with one accord i in prayer and ſup- 

* plication, with the women,” who had fol- 
Jowed Jeſus, and with his kindred, The mo 
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iſh religion ſeems to have been either formal 
or ſolitary. Even when they aſſembled at the 
temple, each prayed apart. Chriſtianity is at 
once ſpiritual and ſocial. Brethren in Chriſt ! 
remember that you are embracing a Goſpel pri- 
vilege, when you continue with one accord in 
prayer. Dwell 7bys together in Unity, with- 
out reſpect of parties. 

When the diſciples had greatly multiplicd, 
they forſook not the aſſembling themſelves to- 
gether. After the effuſion of the Holy Spirit, 
when three thouſand had been added to their 
number, © they ſtill continucd ſtedfaſtly in the 
% apoſtles doctrine and fellowſhip, and in 
« breaking of bread, and in prayers.” *© All 
* that believed remained together, and had all 
* things common; they who had poſſeſſions 
and goods ſelling them, and imparting them 
e to all, as every man had need. And conti- 
e nuing daily with one accord in the temple, 
and breaking bread from houſe to houſe, 
„they did eat their meat with gladneſs and 
« {ingleneſs of heart, praiſing God, and having 
** favour with all the people.” They conſtantly 
increaſed; and yet, afterward, we are told, 
that © the multitude of them that believed, 
©« were of one heart and one ſoul : neither ſaid 
« any of them, that aught of the things which 
«© he poſſeſſed was his own, but they had all 
de things common.“ 

Perſecution — not deter the firſt diſciples 
of Jeſus from dwelling together in unity, whilſt 
it was poſſible for them thus to aim at fulfilling 
the commandment of their Lord. Their con- 
duct was too remarkable to eſcape the notice of 
the eccleſiaſtical powers among the Jews. The 
high prieſt, and his adherents of the fadducean 
ſect, were filled with indignation ; they ſeized, 
impriſoned, and ſcourged the apoſtles. But 
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theſe ©* rejoiced that they were counted worthy 
« to ſuffer ſhame for the name of Chriſt; oo 
« daily in the temple, and in every houſe they 
« ceaſed not to teach and to preach Jeſus 
« Chriſt.” Bleſſed be God, that we have no 
preſent proſpect of ſuffering fimilar perſecution 
for dwelling cogether in religious Unity; but if 
we had, and avoided it through the appre- 
henſion, or even the experience of its conſe— 
quences, we ſhould not be followers of the pri- 
mitive believers as, they followed Chriſt. 

At length, however, "ike allwiſe Judge of the 
earth permitted the malice and rage of mortals 


the diſciples, literally, to dwell together. They 
were forced to diſperſe into various neighbouring 
countries. But the wrath of man was made 
productive of praiſe to God, and the ſuperfluity 
of it nx reſtrained. The diſciples who had fed 
to Antioch, the capital city of Syria, “ preached 
* there the Lord Jeſus, and the hand of the 
e Lord was with them: and a great number 
« believed, and turned to the Lord.” But did 
this congregation of bclievers, and the others 
who had weathered the ſtorm of perſecution at 
3 conſider themſelves as diſunited, 
ecauſe they were three hundred miles apart? 
by no means: at that diſtance they maintained 
a chriſtian unity, by which they ſupplied cach 
others wants, both of a ſpiritual and of a tem- 
poral kind. Ar Antioch, the infant church was 
in need of an experienced teacher. The apoſ- 
tles, and others at Jeruſalem, ſent to them an 
eminent perſon of their brotherhood, named 
Barnabas; who, „When he came to Antioch, 
c beheld with joy”” the evidences they gave 
that the grace of God”? was among them, and 
* exhorted them all to cleave with purpoſe of 
e hcart to the Lord.“ And in juſt recompenſe, 
| when 
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when a gener ine was likely to prevail, 
3 #Tipics at Antioch, every man according 
« to his ability, determined to ſend relief to 
« the brethren which dwelt in Judea.”” It was 
at Antioch, that the difciples were firſt called 
cyRISTIANS. Brethren, it is my hearts defire 
and prayer, not merely that our various party 
titles may give place to this animating and en- 
dearing name; but that, with it, ue may be 
reſtored to the ſpirit and practice of the diſ- 

ciples at Antioch and Jeruſalem ! Barnabas, 
FG Saul, who was then recently converted from 
being a furious perſecutor, were honoured with 
the commiſſion of preſenting to the chriſtians in 
Judea this ſeaſonable contribution; and after 
their return to Antioch, they were ſet apart, by 
the church aſſembling there, for a ſtill more 
important and glorious work. This was, to 
bear the Goſpel to the heathen, who had not as 
vet received the glad ridings of ſal vation. The 
labour, and the danger of the undortaking. 
were cheertully encountered by tneſe chriſtian 
heroes: the chaiges of their extenſive journey 
muſt, apparently, have been borne by the com- 
mon funds. They met with perſecution from 
men, but received ſupport and ſucceſs from the 
Lord. They gathered churches in the principal 
towns of the neighbouring countries ; reviſited 
them ; appointed the beſt qualified of tei con 
verts to miniſter to the reſt; and having returned 
to Antioch, © they gathered the church toge- 
ce ther, and rchearſed all that God had done 
«© with them, and how he had opened the door 
« of faith to the heathen.” The union of the 
new formed churches, with thoſe from whence 
the Goſpel had been ſent to them, and with 
each other, was afterward cemented by viſits 
made to them ſeparately by Paul and Barnabas: 


and the former extended his miſſionary labours 
| to 


1 

to Europe, as well as to other parts; of Aſia, 
through which he had paſſed. All theſe places he 
reviſited, after having again ſpent ſome time at 
Antioch : and the earneſtneſs with which he in- 
culcated every where the unity of affection that 
ſhould be maintained by all chriſtians, and the 
mutual correſpondence and aſſiſtance that they 
owed. one to another, is teſtified by the /etter; 
which he wrote to ſeveral of theſe religious ſo- 
cieties, and to ſome of the miniſters who la- 
boured among them in the Goſpel. He evi- 
dently regarded the various churches of Chriſt, 
not as diſtin&t bodies, but as members of the 
ſame body, between which there ſhould be an 
unremitting communication of ſympathy and 
ſuccour. How numerous and affectionate are 
the ſalutations that he preſents, including always 
the miniſters and believers who were with him, 
in his expreſſions of good will toward the people 
to whom he writes. He provokes one church 
to love and good works, by the example of ano- 
ther: and while he firmly maintains the freedom 
of Gentiles, who believed in Chriſt, from the 
yoke of Jewlth ceremonics, he pleads, notwith.. 
ſtanding, in the moſt forcible manner, with the 
European churches, in behalf of the chriſtians 
at Jeruſalem, when the latter ſtood in need of 
theirpecuniary aſſiſtance. 

It was at Feruſalem that moſt of the Apoſtles 
uſually refided at the commencement of the 
ſpread of the Goſpel ; and to them, and to other 
Miniſters with them, was referred for deciſion, 
the only difference in judgment and practice 
which ſeemed, at that time, likely to divide be- 
lievers one from another. It was natural for 
the 7ecvs to be tenacious of formalities, to which 
they, and their anceſtors, had been univerſally ac- 
cuſtomed; and after they became diſciples of 
Chriſt, rhey appear to have perſevered in the 

ceremonies 


Ct 43 3 


ceremonies of the Moſaic law. But when mul- 
titudes, who had lived in Heatbeniſin, were con- 
verted to Chriſtianity by the miniſtration of 
paul and Barnabas, theſe enlightened ſervants 
of Chriſt required from them no conformity to 
the Levitical inſtitutions, but merely that faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt, which worketh by love to God 
and man. This gave offence to ſome of the 
_ Jewiſh believers, who were not ſatisfied with 
being themſelves allowed to keep up their cere- 
monial cuſtoms, nor with the ſame practice in 
their brethren who were converted from Judaiſm 
to Chriſtianity. They inſiſted, likewiſe, that the 
converts from Heatheniſm ſhould conform to 
their ritual; and they carried their bigotry to 
ſuch a length, as even to aſſert, that, except the 
« Gentile believers were circumciſed, after the 
« manner of Moſes, they could not be ſaved.“ 
The Gentiles were not likely to form the ſame 
judgment of theſe matters, any more than the 
ſews were to admit them as Chriſtian brethren, 
without conformity to their views. The churches 
at Antioch and Jeruſalem muſt have been diſ- 
united from eaca other, or from thoſe newly 
formed in other towns of Aſia, if the contend- 
ing parties could not have been reconciled. 
But the unity of Chriſtians was not, at that 
period, ſo ſlight a bond, as to be broken by their 
differences in opinion about forms. Peter and 
james, though themſelves miniſters of the cir= 
cumcition, ſupported Barnabas and Paul in their 
arguments for the continuance of the Gentile 
converts in the liberty wherewith Chriſt had 
made them free: and the Church at Jeruſalem 
unanimouſly concurred in ſending an affectionate 
letter to their Gentile brethren, in which they 
only requeſted them to abſtain from ſuch 
tood as muſt be peculiarly diſguſting to their 
Tewiſh brethren. The Church at Antioch re- 
joiced in the removal of this obſtacle to the 
general 


general unity of believers, and communicate 
theſe inſtructions to. the reſt of the Clriſtian 
Churches. 5 letters, whic 

the other Apoſtles, affe. 5 

concern to preſerve INLCrc among 
believers diſperſed in Arent countries. Thot 
of Peter ſeem to me to be addreſſed ro converts 
from Heatheniſm “*, whom he aimed to confirm 
in the truths they had received from the mouth 
of his beloved brother Paul. Thoſe of James 
and Jude apply to Jewiſh believers : the latter 
having been probably written at the ſame time, 
and from the ſame place, with the ſecond epiſtle 
of Peter; and both theſe ſent to people, of thoſe 
different deſcriptions, in the ſame Chriſtian 
ſociety T. The larger Epiſtle of John is not 
limited to perſons of either claſs, nor of any 
place of reſidence; and it breathes a ſpirit of 
fervent and unbounded love. His ſhorter letters, 
written apparently Jater than the reſt, were pro- 
bably ſent from Epheſus, where he is ſaid to 
have cloſed his life, to perſons in Greece; by 
the hands of Miſtionarics, who were paſſing that 
way, in order to ſpread the Goſpel ſtill more 
extenſively among the Heathen T. 

This ſcriptural account of the manner in 
wich the firſt diſciples of our Lord fulfilled his 
command, by maintaining union with each cocher, 
does not, I iruſt, appear to you, my brc.aren, 
unſcaſonable or tedious. If we know theſe 
things, happy are we if we do them. I ſhould 
not *hink the remainder of our time, uhilſt to- 
gether, ill ſpent, if J was able to give you 
the continuation of ſuch a narrative, from 
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the hiſtorical information that we poſſeſs, con- 
cerning the ages which ſucceeded that of 
the Apoſtles. I am ſorry that this is not in my 
ower ; not through want of eyaraination, but 
through want of atisfaRion, on the ſubject. 
Soon the fine gold became dim. Good men, 
who had been companions of the Apoſtles, 
laboured, indeed, to preſerve a cordial and ef- 
fectual union among the Churches of Chriſt ; 
as 18 evident from ſome ol the epiltles written by 
them which are ſtill extant. Synods of Chriſtian 
Miniſters were alſo frequently convened in vari- 

s places; to conſult upon what might pro- 
mote the welfare of the whole Church, or of 
ſome neighbouring congregations. But the 
leaven, which at length pervaded the entire maſs, 
began very early to diſcover its effects. Mini- 
ſters pretended to a power over their congrega- 
tions, which the Apoſtles themſelves had not 
claimed. And the next ſtep they took, was to 
contend, who ſhould be greateſt among them? 
How ſoon had they forgotten the admonition of 
our Lord; © one is your maſter, even Chriſt, 
and all ye are brethren !** Before two hundred 
years from the birth of Chriſt were completed, 
whilit yet under the galling yoke of a heathen 
Emperor, the biſhop of Rome attempted to 
oblige the churches in Aſia to conform to a 
cuſtom then eſtabliſhed among thoſe in Europe, 
by commemorating the reſurrection of Chriſt at 
one particular ſeaſon of the year. Thus by 
attempting to citabliſh uniformity among Chriſ- 
tians, their unity was ſubverted. The ſpirit 
of Chriſtianity was ſuperſeded by the 3 the 
power by the form, and the commandments 
of Chriſt by the inventions of men. Oppreſſion 
provoked reſiſtance, and reſiſtance produced 
ſchiſm. The churches became corrupt; and 
good men, inſtead of labouring to reform them, 
renounced 
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renounced communion with them. The bad, 
left by themſelves, grew worſe. Now and then, 
ſome ſhort revivals of godlineſs took place, eſ- 
pecially after ſevere perſecutions: but theſe, 
like the tranſient reformations of the Jews be. 
fore their captivity, could not avail againſt the 
gradual progreſs of corruption Chriſtians, only 


ſuch in name, after having ſeparated, perſecuted 


one another, even to the death. God ſcourged 
them by the inroads of barbarous 1 
whom, when they became embroiled by mutual 
diſcord, they had neglected to evangelize. Whilſt 
Chriſtians had maintained a ſpiritual and effec- 
tual union, the Goſpel triumphed over all oppo- 
ſition from the moſt powerful empire ever 
known. But when they no longer kept the 
unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace, inſtead 
of waging offenſi ve war againſt Satan, they were 


trampled down in the eaſt and in the weſt, in 


the north and in the ſouth, by nations before 
unheard of. Miſerable was the ſubſtitution made 
for ſpiritual conqueſts, when /ome barbarians 
aſſumed the name of Chriſtians, without even an 
outward. change of their manners; and others 
were driven into the water by armed troops, in 
the ſtead of Chriſtian Baptiſm. The only 
effectual means of producing wniformity, was 
found to be a ſuppreſſion of the Scriptures ; and 
the Biſhop of Rome darcd to prohibit the word 
of God from being read by the people at large. 
Abuſes, beyond deſcription, naturally enſued. 
The horrid monſter Popery grew up to maturity, 
fattening itſelf upon the blood of the few wit- 
neſſes, which God, as if by miracle, raiſed up 
from the grave in which Chriſtianity lay buried.” 
At length, amidſt circumſtances, which muſt, if 
any thing could, have ſufficiently demonſtrated the 
miſchiefs of diſcord among Chriſtians, God had 
mercy on the Church, and on the world. One 

hundred 
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hundred years of chaotic darkneſs, and inferna! 
cruclty, had ſucceeded the deteſtable ccuncil of 
Conſlance, when the labours of the Proteſtant 
reformers commenced. The light of the Goſpel 
re-appearcd, after its total eclipſe. But it was 
not to be expected that it would immediately 
reſume its original ſplendour. Unhappily, the 
ardent ſpirit of the Reformers too eaſily re- 
kindled the ſpirit of diſcord. Small differences 
of judgment diſunited them who agreed in 
doctrines of the firſt magnitude. They ſplit into 
ſects, and Rome rejoiced: they perſecuted one 
another, and ſhe triumphed. In vain, from 
age to age, a few pacific and liberal men, la- 
boured to unite the jarring parties. The be- 
ginning of ſtrife is like the letting out of waters. 
The evil grew with continuance, No fſced is 
ſo fruitful as that of diflention. Sects have 
multiplied without number. The ſlighteſt dif- 
ference of form, or ſentiment, has been ſufficient 
to produce ſeparation, and oppoſition, between 
Chriſtian brethren. © The ground, which at firſt 
was gained from Popery, has in conſequence 
been partly loſt ; and vital godlineſs has become 
a ſubject of w onder and reproach among Pro- 
teſtants of almoſt every name. Attempts to 
ſpread the Goſpel, at home and abroad, are 
branded with the ſtigma of fanaticiſm. Even 
the moſt devout and orthodox, concur with pro- 
fligates and infidels, in pouring contempt upon 
miſſionary efforts ; whillt they recede, as if with 
abhorrence, from the reſpectful and affectionate 
approach of brethren, who court their union, 
though they dare not conform to their example. 
It was a ſcene like this, which, in the laſt cen- 
tury, excited the griet and pity of Queen Mary. 
Among other admirable traits of character, it 
is recorded, that © next to open impiety, the 
** want of heat and life in thoſe who pretended 
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te to religion, and the deadneſs and diſunion 
« of Proteſtants in general, very ſenſibly affected 
« her. She often faid, with feeling and cutting 
« regret, © Can ſuch dry bones live? **? 

Do not your hearts, my brethren, ſympathize 
with that of this excellent princeſs, at fo de- 
plorable a review? Your preſence, upon this 


. occaſion, authorizes me to believe that you are 


not inſenſible to the beſt intereſts of your fellow 
creatures, nor unaware how eſſentially they have 
been injured by the prevalence of party ſpirit. 
Surely we long, with one heart, that Chriſtian 
Union may be reſtored to Its primitive ſtrength 
and beauty, and that it may be rendered bound- 
leſs and everlaſting. It becomes us to cheriſh a 
wiſh that tends ſo directly to the glory of God, 
and to the good of men. It becomes us to form 
it into prayer; becauſe the prophecies, and the 
promiſes of God's word, encourage us to hope 
for its accompliſhment. Our power to promote 
this, is limited indeed, and feeble; yer it is in— 
cumbent on us all to do our utmoſt toward it. 
Union, as Chriſtians, concerns every bclicver in 
Chriſt; and the defection is fo general, that a new 
beginning muſt ſornewhere be attempted. When 
an army flees before the enemy, and no part of 
it tries to rally, all muſt be loſt: but a handful 
of troops has ſometimes turned rhe tide of vic- 
tory, by a ſeaſonable and reſolute ſtand. There 
is ſome room to hope that /his may be an ac- 
cepted time for our praycrs and exertions It 
is with growing plea ure, that I bave obſerved, 
and taken part in, the aſſemblages of ſeveral 
parties among Chriſtians i in England, which have 
aſſociated within a few years paſt, for parti- 
cular purpoſes. By theſe means, the widows of 
our deceaſed fathers in the miniſtry have been 


* Gibbon's Mem. of eminently pious Women, J. 1 59- 
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relieved from want; an extenſive circulation of 
religious information has been eſtabliſhed ; and 
the Goſpel has been preached to Hearhens and 
to Jews, The inſtitution of the Miſfonary So- 
ciety is, efpectally, remarkable, for the exertions, 
and the favourable proſpects, with which it has 
been attended. Bur it has been juſtly obſerved, 
by an able advocate for Miſſions“, that the very 
exiſtence of Miſſionary Societies, betrays the de- 
fects of all the conſtituted Churches of Chriſt 
The whole genuine Church of Chriſt ought to 
be engaged, in diſpenſing to GENES; the advan- 
taves, which the Lord has been ple caſed to confer 
upon them, with that expreſs deſign and charge. 
This, and every object of general uſefulneſs, re- 
quires a communion of all real Chriſtians; 
whilſt every inſtance of benefit, derived from 
partial aſſociations, adds both to our obligation 
and our encouragement, to attempt the forma- 
tion of an Union, incluſive of al, without ex- 
ception, who are brethren in the faith and hope 
of the Goſpel. 

Let us recommend ſuch an union, fo far as 
our connections and our influence extend. Eſpe= 
cially, let us do this by our example. Let us 
awell together in unity, as the firſt Chriſtians 
did. Let us conſider one another, to provoke 
to love and to good works. Look around upon 
Your ne ighbours, with attention and with candour. 
Wherever the fruits of Faith appear, you are 
bound to belicve that the root of the matter is 
in them; and to love, and ſerve them, for the 
fake of our common Lord and Saviour. Culti- 
vate their ſociety in religious engagements. Ap- 
point meetings together for prayer; with a view, 
nor to the proſperity of your ſeparate parties, 


oy 
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in oppoſition one to another; but to the prexa- 
lence of godlineſs, zeal, and mutual affection, 
in all. Conſult how far you can act in concert, 
tor the good of periſhing ſinners around you. 
Perhaps what you now do, in village preaching, 
claſhes with each other's meaſures, and excites 
mutual jealouſy inſtead of good will : or at beſt, 
you have not aſſiſted, nor even accommodated 
cach other, ſo as to advance the Lord's work in 
the moſt effectual manner. Remedy evils that 
exiſt; guard againſt thoſe which are to be appre- 
hended; embrace opportunities and advantages, 
for uſcfulnefs, which have been long neglected. 
Enlarge, as much as you can, your ſphere of ac- 
quaintance and union, with thoſe of all deno- 
minations, who are really your brethren in Chriſt. 
Have ſtated conferences, for theſe ends, at dif- 
ferent. neighbouring places, as often as conve- 
nient: and let all, who are not incapable of 
travelling ten or twenty miles, once in the ycar, 
meet together at a ſuitable place, to join in 
public worſhip, to learn the progreſs of the 
Lord's work by each other's means, and to de- 
cide upon meaſures which relate to the genera! 
welfare and uſefulneſs. Let the money, that any 
of you are able to devote to the cauſe of Chriſt, 
be put into a common ſtock ; that there may be 
an equality, the abundance of one ſupplying the 
deficiency of another. You are not required to 
do as the Church at Jeruſalem did; to fell what 
you have, and give up all your property for the 
common uſe. Their peculiar circumſtances, at 
that time, rendered it both practicable and neceſ- 
fary: in ours, it is neither. We even find, that 
it was not practiſed among the Chriſtian Churches 
which were planted elſewhere by the Apoſtles. 
But it is plain, that they acted upon the ſame 
principle, which moved the Chriſtians in Judea 
to part with all. They reckoned what oy 
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had to be not their own, but the Lord's; and they 
uſed it in ſuch a manner, as appeared, on the 
whole, to be moſt for his glory. Collections for 
the aſſiſtance of them who were ſpreading the 
Goſpel, and for the relief of them who had 
ſuffered on its account, appear to have been 
general, in the Churches of Atia and Greece. 
The Apoſtle Paul, whilſt he was extremely care- 
ful not to become burdenſome to any for his 
own ſubſiſtence, was moſt earneſt and laborious 
in exciting Chriſtians to acts of extenſive libe- 
rality. Some of the Churches, eſpecially thoſe 
of Macedonia, and above all that of Philippi, 
evidenced the moſt laudable alacrity in this good 
Work. © Amidſt deep poverty the riches of 
their liberality abounded;” and conſequently, 
Cina great trial of affliction their joy abounded 
© likewiſe.” Paul records it to their honour ; 
and ſtirs up the lefs forward zeal ofeothers, by 
their example. To the Churches 'of Galatia, 
and to that of Corinth, he recommended, that, 
upon cach Lord's day, every one ſhould lay by 
him in ſtore, as God had proſpered him through 
the week T. If every Chriſtian now followed the 
ſame rule, there would be no deficiency of funds 
for ſpreading the Goſpel ac home or abroad. 
Itinerants, and Miſſionaries, might be liberally 
equipped; ſtated Miniſters comfortably ſup- 
ported ; their widows provided for; young men 
inſtructed for the ſervice of Chriſt; children 
educated in the nurture of the Lord; places 
hired, or built, for public worſhip; and decaying 
congregations ſtrengthened. Theſe benevolent 
and needful objects would not then depend upon 
the ebullitions of a party ſpirit, nor the precarious 
continuance of charitable aſſociations, The 
members of Chriſt's body, if brought to an 
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univerſal ſympathy, and co-operation with each 


other, under the influence of their glorious head, 
would need no external help. Till that longed- 
for period arrives, it is a ſignal mercy that ſome 
of Chriſt's people aſſociate, though in diſtinct 
parties, for ſeveral of theſe purpoſes : but what 
a ſhame is it for the much greater number, who 
ſtand idle, whilſt a few are enduring the hear 
of the day! Let every one of us, individually, 
do what he can for the common good: and in 
thoſe congregations, wherethe Miniſter and com- 
munity are of one heart, in promoting Chriſ- 
tian union and exertion, let one public collec- 


tion be devoted by each, to the cauſe of Chriſt 


at large, without regard to their own ſeparate 
advantage. That ſuch a general meaſure would, 


ar the ſame time, tend to, the proſperity of 


every congregation, hardly admits of a doubt; 
nor can I think, that individuals would become 
impoveriſhed, by cheerfully devoting, to the 
reaſonable ſervice of God, a proportion of what 
he has liberally beſtowed upon them. © The 
« ſilver and the gold are his.” That he can 
take away, by any means he pleaſes, and to any 
amount, what ne has intruſted to Us, is ſuffici- 
ently evident in the preſent aſpect of public 
affairs. It is not eaſy to-ſee how any part of 
it can be ſecured, but by lending it to the Lord. 
The whole property of the believers at Jeruſalem 
was thus put in a ſtate of ſafety; and we have 
ſeen; that, when it was exhauſted by war or 
famine, the Lord repaid them, by the cheerful 
contributions of their European brethren, who 
had received the Goſpel by their means. When 
dangers threaten from every quarter, where ſhall 
we find protection, but in the Church of Chriſt? 
This he hath built upon © a rock, againſt which 


« the gates of Fell ſhall never prevail.” 
5 I have 
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have ſuggeſted means by which we may 
unite, as Chriſtians, to ſuch an extent as 
includes your reſpective places. of abode. 
But let us not confine our ideas to an horizon ſo. 
contracted, Let us not content ourſelves with 
a ſilent example, Let us make known to diſ- 
tant brethren, the concern we feel for the uni- 
verſal Union of the Church of Chriſt; and the 
meaſures we are taking toward its reſtoration 
among ourſelves. What 1s there in our motives, 
that is not equally proper to every believer in 
Jeſus Chriſt? What is there in our conduct, 
that 1s not practicable by millions? Many, within 
my knowledge, variouſly denominated, and re- 
motely ſituated, ate longing for ſuch an union. 
Thouſands and myriads 1 may in ſecret be ſighing 
and praying for its accompliſhment. It may be 
the Lord's ſovereign pleaſure that we ſhould, 
this day, lay the foundation ſtone of an immea= 
e building. It is the glory of God to bring 

o paſs the greateſt ends by the feebleſt inſtru- 
ou A gallant veſſel, freighted with zealous 
ſervants of Chriſt, has conveyed the Goſpel to 
the. ends of the earth, by the exertions of a 
lociety, which originated, but three years fince, 
with half a dozen perſons. But there is no need 
to ſearch for precedents, when we all know, that 
the Chriſtian Religion itſelf was founded by 
means of a few poor fiſhermen. An union of 
Chriſtians, as ſuch, is grounded upon the nature 
of Chriſtianity; upon the authority of Jeſus; 
upon his atoning ſacrifice, and renewing Spirit; 
upon the example of his Apoſtles, and of the 
primitive Churches ; upon the promiſes, and the 
prophecies of his word. It mult take place on 
earth; it ſhall endure throughout time; it will 
be perfected in everlaſting glory. If our preſent 
attempt avails not to bring forward this glorious 
event, it will not be fruſtrated by the ſmallneſs 
133 of 
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of our beginnings, but by the ſlackneſs of our 
future proceedings. God forbid, that we ſhould 
do his work negligently ! The ſucceſs, we may 
confidently commit to him. Let us then, as 
Brethren, dcarly beloved in the Lord, dwell to- 
gether henceforth in unity ! 

If motives need to be added, for the confir- 
mation of our purpoſe, let us derive them, 

3- From the high commendation, which the 
ofalmiſt expreſſes of ſuch a conduct; Behold, 
% how good, and how pleaſant it is! IE 

Brethren, we know that © the ways of wis- 
„% dom are ways of pleaſantneis, and all her 
paths are peace.” Never did we fulfill any 
command of Chriſt, never engage in any prac- 
tice congenial to the Goſpel, and afterward had 
reaſon for regret. We have, therefore, ſolid 
ground to expect, that a point of conduct, ſanc- 
tioned with ſuch authority as the object before 
us is, will be found highly beneficial, and ſatiſ- 
factory, in the practice, Chriſtian union 1s the 
path of duty: it muſt therefore be the path of 
comfort, ſafety, and final ſucceſs. Indeed, it 
comes recommended to us by the very nature of 
man. We are formed for ſociety. Needtul, 
and delightful, as ſeaſonable retirement is to the 
ſpiritual mind, it was not good, even for man 
- ſinleſs, to dwell alone. None of us is 
ignorant, or inſenſible, of the advantages to be 
derived from ſocial and friendly intercourſe. 
Several of us have been accuſtomed to aſſociate 
for the ſake of each other's conyerſation : and 
this we have often found to be good and plea- 
fant ; even without a fixed object in view, and 
without the opportunities, which we may now 
expect, of turning our ſocial meetings to im- 
portant and extenſive uſes. We ſhall gladly 
ſanctify our communications, to the advance- 
ment of the glory of Chrift, and the N 
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of immortal ſouls. And thoſe of our brethren,” 


whoſe impediments to meet could not be ſur- 
mounted, merely for the ſake of rational and 
ſpiritual converſation, will not, I truſt, be 
deterred, by common hindrances, from aſſem- 
bling with us; when ſuch motives, as have been 
ſtated, call us to general unien ; and ſuch pur- 
poſes, as have been intimated, are to be carried 
into effect. In order, however, that our minds 
may be more deeply impreſſed with the ſubject ; 
and be better prepared for improving our future 
meetings ; let us, before we cloſe this diſcourſe, 
conſider, more diſtinctly, ſome reaſons, for 
which it may juſtly be ſaid, “ how good, and 
% how pleaſant it is, for brethren to dwell to- 

«« gether in unity!“ | 
The firſt view, in which I ſhall endeavour to 
ſhew that it will be good and pleaſant for you to 
unite together, relates immediately to your own 
benefit and comfort. It has been remarked 
that © true ſelf-love, and ſocial, are the ſame.““ 
If this be certain, it is at leaſt equally ſo, that 
there is a falſe ſelf-love, which is oppoſite both 
to the love of God, and to the love of fellow 
creatures. It is in this ſenſe, that the apoſtle 
Paul predicted, “ men would be lovers of their 
* ownſelves,” and ſpoke of it as a mark of 
perilous times. Perilous indeed! what mutual 
confidence, what perſonal ſafety could there be, 
among men, who, uninfluenced and unreſtrained 
by the love of God or of their neighbour, would 
only ſeek to aggrandize themſelves ? Yet ſuch is 
the univerſal bent of human nature. Its effects 
are too viſible, even among profeſſors of chriſ- 
tianity, Not to ſpeak of its general predomi- 
nance in temporal dealings, it has too common 
and general an influence upon religious conduct. 
What is all party zeal, but ſelfiſhneſs diſguiſed ? 
What is it, that makes us earneſt for the ad- 
E 4 vantage 
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vantage of the congregation to which we belong, 

and indifferent about all others, but ſelf? Are 
we unwilling to plead guilty in this matter ? 
Remember, that, in the apoſtolic age, it was 
complained, not of Jews, nor of heathens, but 
of chriſtians, and even of miniſters ; that “ all 
« ſought their own, not the things of Chriſt.” 
Let us not lean to our own underſtanding, when 
the word of God gives us ſo much reaſon to diſ- 
truſt ourſelves. This is very neceſſary to be 
called to mind on the preſent occaſion. All union 
with thoſe who differ from us, requires ſome 
ſacrifice from ſelf, Yet I doubt not, that a 
general union of chriſtians will prove eſſentially 
uſeful to the beſt intereſts of them who engage 
in it with alacrity and fidelity. Our immortal 
part claims our chief concern; and its proſpe- 
rity in the ways of Chriſt muſt conſtitute our 
happineſs. Who can doubt, that the more we 
exert ourſelves for the Lord's ſervice, the better 
our ſouls are likely to fare? Who, that has fre- 
quently converſed with experienced believers, 
can deny, that it is good, and pleaſant, for 
them “ who fear the Lord, to ſpeak often one 
« with another?“ Have not our hearts burned 
within us, when we have heard others tell what 
the Lord has done for their fouls? When we 
have been languid, and ſinking into lukcwarm-— 
neſs about the things of God; have we not 
found, that * as iron ſharpeneth iron, ſo doth the 
te countenance of a man his friend?” When you 
have detected the evils of your own hearts, and 
compared your conduct or experience with 
what you wiſhed it to have been, you were ready 
to conclude, that your © heart was not right 
56 with God, and that you had no part nor lot” 
in his ſalvation. But upon diſclofing your fears, 
or hearing the avowals of perſons whom you 
highly eſteemed as chriſtians, you have ſeen, 
that 
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that “ as in water face anſwereth to face, ſo is 
© the heart of man.” What you have found 
profitable, and delightful, within the narrow 
compaſs of your own religious community, I 
exhort you to cultivate more extenſively. Say, 
as the pſalmiſt did; “come unto me, all ye that 
« fear God!“ You may find, among them who 
differ from you in forms, and uneſſential 
opinions, ſome, whoſe general views, and uſual 
feclings, are more congenial to your own, than 
theirs with whom you have uſually converſed. 
There is, perhaps, hardly any party of chriſ- 
tians, that has not a ſuperiority, in ſome 
inſtance, above moſt other denominations. By 
general union, you may ſclect what is beſt in all: 
and by diſtinguiſhing thoſe principles, in which 
all truly pious men agree, you will better judge 
wherein the eſſence of religion conſiſts, By theſe 
means, your minds will be enlightened, your 
hearts enlarged, and your beſt affections drawn 
into exerciſe. In a variety of ways, ſuch an in- 
tercourſe will tend to aſſiſt your judgment upon 
a queſtion, of all things moſt important to your 
comfort and ſtrength ;—© am I renewed in the 
*« ſpirit of my mind ?” Nothing can be a plainer 
teſt for our adoption, than that which the 
apoſtle John makes uſe of; © we know, that we 
** have paſſed from death to life becauſe we love 
the brethren ; he that loveth not his brother 
* abideth in death.” It is eafter to judge, 
whether we love our brethren, whom we have 
cen, than the Lord, who is inviſible. But if 
we have only aflociated with thoſe chriſtians, 
who ſtatedly worthip with us; or, at moſt, only 
with others, who adhere preciſely to the forms 
and opinions that we prefer; there may be room 
for a reaſonable doubt, whether our affection for 
them is not founded merely upon the points in 
which we agree together, and differ from other 
tollowers 


— 


— ; ̃¶ — 


11 


followers of Chriſt, If you fay; © no, I love 
« all whb love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſince- 
« rity; for I think of them with reſpec, and 
„ pray for their proſperity ; though I do not 
« aſſociate with them: I reply, your own 
heart may deceive you ; and it probably does, in 
ſome meaſure, upon this ſubject. If a bro. 
„ ther or a fiſter be naked, and deſtitute of 
* daily food, and one of you ſay unto them, 
« depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled: 
*« notwithſtanding ye give them not thoſe things 
« which are needful to the body; what doth it 
« profit ?”” So, if you dwell not in unity with 
your brethren; if you do not, as you have op- 
portunity, do eſpecial good to the houſhold of 
God ; how dwelleth the love of the brethren 
in you? But if you aſſociate with fuch as are 
united to you, not by tics of nature, intereſt, 
or cuſtom ; nor by conformity in the outward, 
or incidental] parts of religion; but merely by 
what is eſſential to real godlineſs : then you may 
judge, whether you love all who love Chrift : 
and you may demonſtrate, to your own, and 
others ſatisfaction, that your love to them is 
founded on their reſemblance to Chriſt; and not 
merely upon that which they bear to yourſelves. 
The love of the brethren partakes in its nature, 
both of love to God, and love to man; and the 

ſſeſſion, or the want of it, determines our 
character, If his languiſhes ; every thing, of 
a truly religious nature, declines with it. There 
are too many evidences of this fact, in churches 
that are abſorbed in ſeeking their own eafe and 
intereſt, Like fading embers, there ſeems to be 
no way of preſerving them from perfect dead- 
neſs, but by collecting them into one mals. 
Thoſe of you, who are leaſt likely to take an 
active part in promoting general union among 
chriſtians, are, of all people, the moſt in a” 
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of it. Oh come; taſte, and ſee, how good, and 
how pleaſant it is, for brethren to dwell together 
in unity! 

Let us next conſider brotherly union, with 


reſpect to the means it affords us of doing good 


to our fellow chriſtians. The benefit, which you 
hereby obtain from others, will be reciprocal. 
The variety, which prevails through the reli- 
gious, as well as through the natural world, 
admits, and requires, an interchange of good 
offices. There are diverſities of gifts from 
te the ſame ſpirit, and they are given to every 
« man to profit withal. As the ſame body has 


« various members, ſo is“ the church, which 
is the body of Chriſt. If the whole body 


« were an eye, where were the hearing? If an 


« eat, where were the ſmelling ? If all were 
cc qe member, where were the body? But now 
te are they many members, but one body.“ That 
which 1s true of the mutual benefit attorded by 
different parts of the ſame body, is applicable 
to the help which one individual is capable of 
affording to another. A German * author well 
illuſtrates the advantages of ſociety, by the fable 
of a blind man, who met one that was lame: 
the one wanted a guide, the other a ſupporter : 
by mutual agreement, the blind man carried 
him that was lame; whilſt the latter directed 
him that was blind. His reflection follows; 


« Fatigue not Heav'n with needleſs cries 
« 'The powers, which God to thee denies, 
« And gives to others, common grown, 

« Become, by mutual aid, thine own.” 


Seldom is it, that creatures, ſo imperfect as 


we are, poſſeſs any one faculty in a remarkable 
meaſure, without being as remarkably deficient 


* Gellert. 
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in ſome other. But by chriſtian union each 
reaps the advantage of what God hath diſpenſed 
to all. As the bodily ſtrength of one may exc- 
cute what another has planned; ſo the zeal, or 
the prudence of men's tempers; the learning, or 
the penctration of their minds ; the experience 
of age, and the vivacity of youth ; ; the wealth of 
the great, and the induſtry of the poor; may be 
turned to the beſt purpoſes, by acting in concert, 
for their mutual editication, and uſefulneſs, in 
the ſervice of Chriſt. As among animals, one 
nceds the ſpur, and another the curb ; one is 
capable of Icading the team; another able to 
bear the ſhafts; and a third, that is unfit for 
both theſe ſituations, will draw his ſhare of the 
load, when placed between them: ſo every 
talent, however great or ſmall, becomes uſeful, 
by finding its proper ſtation in ſocicty. But 
how far is this from having been the caſe in the 
church of Chriſt ! How many talents have been 
uſeleſs, or even miſchievous, for want of necd— 
ful ſtimulation, or direction! In our ſmall com- 
munities of believers, if there is one zealous 
and active member, he often finds his uſefulneſs 
impeded, for want of any to ſecond, or adviſe his 
meaſures: and an able miniſter has ſometimes 
to lament, that no one 1n his congregation 1s 
quatified or diſpoſed ior activity. How needful, 
then, is mutual intercourſe, for our general 
welfare! The diverſity of our modes of govern- 
ment, and diſcipline, may allo become gene- 
rally advantageous. It is plain, that, in the 
firſt age of chriſtian! ty, there were both Rated 
and 7tinerant miniſters of Chriſt. It is alſo 
eaſy ro perceive, that they ought both to be 
continued, till the Goſpel, in its purity and 
ower, {hall univerſally prevail. They exiſt at 
this day: but how? Not in concert and union, 
as in the days of the apoſtles No; they are 
| utterly 
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utterly unconnected ; and too commonly regard 
one another with jealouſy or contempt. My 
brethren, theſe things ought not ſo to be. 
Whilſt there are heathens, bleſſed be God that 
Miſſionaries can be found! Yet this office was, 
till very lately, looked upon as only fit for per- 
ſons whoſe ſervices were unworthy the accept- 
ance of their countrymen. Whiiſt there are un- 
enlightened ſpots in Britain, bleſſed be God that 
Irinerants are raiſed up! Vet what name has been 
more deſpiſed than that of Methodiſm, the cha- 
racteriſtic feature of which is itinerancy? Whilſt 
there are ſtated congregations, bleſſed be God that 
there are paſtors and teachers! Yet ] have knownthe 
contempt, that has been thrown upon Methodiſts, 
retaliated by their improper eſtimation of ſtated 
Miniſters. The difference of manner, which 1s 
proper, and neceſſary, in theſe different occupa- 
tions, has been cenſured by each claſs, becauſe 
it varied from their own. I ſhould be glad to 
ſay, that ſuch prejudices had only prevailed 
among the more weak and ignorant of either 
claſs. But it is weakneſs, at the beſt, to cen- 
ſure people whom we do not know. Would to 
God, nor only that ſtated Miniſters of various de- 
nominations, but that the different clalles of itine- 
rants alſo, may all be conſtrained by the love of 
Chriſt, to know each other more, t love each 
other better, and to join heart and hand together 
in the ſervice of our common Lord! 
But it has been objected, that people of ſuch 
various ſentiments are likely to come together 
for the worſe, and not for the better. Some 
are ſuppoſed, by others, to maintain ſuch errors, 
that they cannot coaleſce, without contention, or 
unfaithfulneſs. This muſt, indeed, be the only 
alternative, if we pretended to unite with perfors 
who diftered from us in ſentiments which we 
eſteem eſfential' to ſalvation. But theſe, in 
8 I which 
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which we are agreed, are evidently of far ſupe., 
rior importance to all in which we differ: and 
will it not be more for our edification, to ſpend 
our time together in conferring, rather of the 
moſt, than of the leaſt important ſubjects? 
Would it be acting unfaithfully to a dying man, 
with whom your time muſt of courſe be ſhort, 
if you confined your converſation with him, 
wholly to things which you apprehend to be 
neceſſary to his eternal ſalvation? Would it not, 
on the contrary, be acting unfaithfully to your 
Lord, if you ſpent the time in debating on 
modes of worſhip, or of diſcipline; or on the 
diſtinguiſhing ſentiments of Chriſtian Sects ? 
The caſes are not ſimilar in every reſpect ; but 
they are in this; the time we can ſpend in con- 
ference is ſhort and precious : we have a grand 
buſineſs to tranſact together, and it would be 
neglected by attending to inferior objects. Theſe 
circumſtances, whilſt they obviate the charge of 
unfaithfulneſs, remove, likewiſe, the probabi- 
lity of contention. Permit me to ſay, that ex- 
perience enables me to ſpeak confidently on this 
ſubject. I wiſh we may ever collect into union, 
erſons of ſentiments equally various, as thoſe 
which are profeſſed by directors of the Miſſionary 
Society. I do not aſſert that their conſultations 
have always been free from contention ; but J 
have never known an inſtance, in which it was ex- 
cited by any of their differences in religious ſeuti- 
ment. Subjects of greater magnitude have uſually 
engroſſed their attention. In order to unite 
in promoting what we all think to be moſt im- 
rtant, it is not neceſſary that we ſhould regard 
articles of inferior conſequence, as if they were 
wholly indifferent, or uncertain. A modeſt ſenſe 
of our own liability to err, and a due reſpect 
for the underſtanding and integrity of our 
brethren, will doubtleſs be eſſential to our mu- 
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tual peace and comfort. But the influence which 
T truſt our conferences will have, in cheriſhin 
ſuch diſpoſitions as theſe, 1s not among the lea 
conſiderable of the advantages attending union 
among brethren. What can we expect to be 
more profitable to us all, than to live in the 


habitual exerciſe of brotherly love? © If there 


« be, therefore, any conſolation in Chriſt; if 
« any comfort of love; if any fellowſhip of the 
« ſpirit; if any bowels and mercies ; fulfil ye 
« my joy ; that ye be like-minded, having the 
« ſame love, being of one accord, of one mind. 
« Let nothing be done through ſtrife, or vain 
glory; but, in lowlineſs of mind, let each 
« eſteem other better than themſelves. Look not 
© every man on his own things, but every man. 
« alſo on the things of others.” We have no- 
thing, I am fully perſuadcd, to fear, but the in- 
truſion of unchriſtian tempers. Let us never be 
unmindful of our danger from this quarter. 
Much circumſpection, ſelf-conſtraint, and for- 
bearance, will be found neceſſary, even for 
brethren in Chriſt to dwell together in unity: 
but how forcible are the motives, which are ſug- 
geſted by the nature and deſign of our union, 
to excite us to the practice of theſe Chriſtian 
virtues! © Let all bitterneſs, and wrath, and 
anger, and clamour, and eyil-ſpeaking, be, 
* therefore, put away from you; with all 
* malice: and be ye kind one to another; tender 
e hearted, forgiving one another; ever as God, 
« for Chriſt's ſake, hath forgiven you.” Let 
but theſe apoſtolic exhortations be remembered, 
and practiſed by us ; and the mutual benefit, to 
be experienced from our conterences, will con- 
ſtrain us to ſay, “ Bchold how good, and how 
e pleaſant it is, for brethren to dwell together 

« in unity!” | 
Another view in which it is of importance, 
eſpecially in the preſent fate of the world, for 
Chriſtians 


Is... BY, 
Chriſtians to unite together, is that of mutual 
and general preſervation from impending evils, 
A common cauſe can only be ſupported by the 
union of them who are concerned in it. © Every 
kingdom, divided againſt itſelf, is brought to 
«« deſolation: and a houſe divided againſt itſelf, 
« falleth.” Our Lord, by the manner in which 
he applied this obſervation, intimated that 
Satan's kingdom 1s not divided. Devils are not 
caſt out through Beelzchub. Much leſs is it 
through CHR Is r, that Chriſtians have caſt out one 
another ; although this has' too often been done 
under pretence of Hs authority, and to the groſs 
abuſe and diſhonour of his name. My brethren, 
conſider with awe, what muſt be the natural 
conſequence, if Satan's kingdom is united, and 
that of our Lord divided! It is by ſowing diſ- 
cord among Chriſtians, that our ſubtle enemy 
has prevailed againft them. They who promote 
diviſions are his emiſſaries. I beſeech you, 
« brethren,” ſaid Paul, mark them who caule 
« diviſions and offences, contrary to the doc- 
« trine ye have learned; and avoid them. For 
ee they who are ſuch, ſerve not our Lord Jeſus 
'« Chriſt, but their own belly.” Surely, ſuch 
language demands our very ſerious conſideration, 
Are we, or have we ever been, guilty of exciting 
diviſion among real believers? Have we, need- 
leſsly, ſeparated from Fellow-Chriſtians? Are 
we now diſcouraging any attempt, however fecble 
and imperfect it may be, to Ae all who 
love Chriſt ?=-It is true, there Js room to fear 
that ſuch efforts fnay fail: but let us take heed 
that we do not, by any language or conduct of 
ours, render them abortive. In the preſent cor- 
rupt ſtate of the Chriſtian Church, it ſeems 
“ impoſſible but that offences will come : but 
© woe to him through whom they come!“ 


Would it not be better for us, to unite together 
| as 


( 6s ) 
as Chriſtians, even if we incurred the enmity of 
the whole world on the account, than to expoſe 
ourſelves to a cenſure ſo ſeverely expreſſed by 
the pen of an Apoſtle, and to a woe, ſo awfully 
denounced by the lips of Chriſt himſelf? 

But if we attentively regard the world around 
us, we may perceive ſome leading features of 
the times, which, inſtead of deterring us from 
Union, ſhould induce us to unite without delay. 
Can we be unaffected by the rapid ſpread of In- 
fidelity? Is it a time for them who know that 
the Goſpel is from God, to flight, and ſhun 
each other, for ſmall differences; when the com- 
mon enemy is ſtriking at the very root of Chriſ- 
tianity? Is it a proper ſeaſon to contend about 
forms and names; when revelation, immortality, 
and even the exiſtence of God, are ſcouted, as 
ſuperſtition and impoſture ? The mode of attack 
is as formidable as its object. We have not, 
now, to oppoſe a few ſpeculative pretenders to 
philoſophy. Infidelity has aſſumed a popular 
addreſs. It makes its appeal to the common 
feelings of mankind; debaſed by ignorance, and 
oppreſſed by want. No longer concealed from 
general notice by the flimſy veil of ſcepticiſm, 
unbelief now diſplays its unbaſhful forehead, 
and, in open day, accoſts all who paſs by. No 
more, as formerly, ſecluded in the receſſes of 
literary profligates, nor limited to the precincts 
of ambitious courts, infidelity now, like death, 
burſts open the cottage door, as well as the 
palace gate“. It ſpreads in the lower ranks, 
and the more ignorant and immoral of our 
hearers, have now learned to deride the inſpira- 
tion of the Scriptures, and to ſtigmatize the 
Goſpel as prieſtcraft. Is this an hour for the 


* Pallida Mors æquo pulſat pede pauperum tabernas 
Regumque turres. Horace. 
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wiſe to flumber, or for them who yet hold any 
thing ſacred, to weaken their forces, by dividing 
them ? No; let all who truſt in Chrift, as God 
our Saviour; flock to the ſtandard of the croſs, 
and form an impenetrable phalanx round ir, 
If we muft ſeparate, and contend together, let 
it not be when all are equally in danger from an 
implacable and triumphant enemy. Let the 
experience of ſo many ages, and ſo many na- 
tions, teach us the neceſſity of uniting, if we 
mean to preſerve cven the name and appearance 
of Chriſtianity upon the earth. Where are now 
the Churches of Afia and of Greece? Where, 
ſhortly, will be that of Rome? Let us not re- 
Joice over fallen ſuperſtition, without trembling 
tor Religion, againſt which the blow was evi- 
dently aimed, It is not long ſince, on the neigh- 
bouring continent, al worſhip of God was pro- 
hibited, and all Miniſters of religion whatſoever 
were impriſoned. The Sabbath Rill remains 
aboliſhed ; and cocrcive meaſures to ſubſtitute 
a /enth day of rcit, inſtead of that divinely ap- 
pointed, have very latcly been decreed. Do not 
miſtake me ſo greatly, as to be difheartened by 
theſe remarks. More power is with vs, than 
with all the enemies of Chriſt. God 1s for us, 
and who ſhall be againſt us? Only, let all who 
love the Lord, regard themſelves as“ ſet for the 
« defence of the Goſpel.*”* Let them unite, 
and be valiant for the truth. I conſider the 
diſtance that is ſo aſſiduouſly promoted between 
different parties of Chriſtians; eſpecially be- 
tween the pious people w:/hin, and thoſe witheu! 
the pale of the religious eſtabliſhment of this 
nation; as a maſter-device of Satan, at the pre- 
ſent juncture. Who could have ſuppoſed, that 
in exact proportion as inſidelity prevails, one 
claſs of ſerious Chriſtians thould become more 
and more averte, to join in any good work 
| with 
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with the reſt of their brethren ?—The fact, how- 
ever, 1s notorious, both to the friends, and the 
foes of the Goſpel ; but they behold it with very 
different feelings. The evil has increaſed, aw- 
fully, within five years paſt: it is increaſing to 
this day : would to God that it may be dimi- 
niſhed, before it is yet too late! 

Another circumſtance, which, at the preſent 
juncture, renders Union needful to our preſer- 
vation, 1s the unequalled commotions Which agitate 
the nations, and threaten the governments of 
the earth, The progreſs of theſe has been 
aſtoniſhing ; the end of them 1s uncertain ; but 
their immediate effects muſt be ſeverely felt. 
The claſhing intereſts of worldly people, un- 
avoidably involve them in reciprocal enmity and 
outrage. One party can only be eſtabliſhed 
upon the ruins of another. But it neither needs, 
nor ought to be ſo with the people of God. 
„Our citizenſhip is in Heaven; from whence 
« weare looking for the Saviour.” Our help. 
cometh from the Lord; and in him, not in an 
arm of fleſh, is our hope. If, indeed, any claſs 
of religious people reſolve to caſt in their lot 
with one, or another political party; with bat 
they mult ſtand or fall; or rather they muſt 
abide the certain danger of being buried in its 
ruins, if it is caſt down ; without any certainty 
of gaining by its patronage, if it ſucceeds. How 
much better is it to ſay to the people of Chriſt, 
in general, © We will go with you; for we 
% have heard that Gop is with you!'” So the 
Church at Jeruſalem eſcaped the horrors attend- 
ing the deſtruction of that city, by remember- 
ing, and obeying the directions of their Lord. 
By making the word of God, not the maxims of 
men, the rule of our conduct, we may likewiſe 
avoid, in part, the calamities attending political 
convulſions. But if the Judge of the whale 
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earth fees fitting, that they ſhould begin with the 
houſe of God; what line of conduct would tend 
ſo much to the ſupport of them who fear the 
Lord, amidſt overwhelming diſtrefſes, as for 
them to ſpeak often one to another?” If we 
now cultivate a mutual acquaintance, intercourſe 

and correſpondence, among all who love Chriſt 
in ſincerity; how good and pleaſant might it be 
found in the worſt of times! This fentimenr 
has already ſtood the teſt of experience. An 
annual conference is held at Herrnhut, the prin- 
cipal ſeat of the Moravian brethren in Germany, 
where a regular communication 1s maintained. 
between pious Miniſters of that denomination, 
and others of the Lutheran and Calvinift 
Churches, who reſide in various and remote 
parts of the Continent. Many aſſemble there; 
and others impart the Lord's dealings with them, 
by epiſtolary correſpondence. Some of them 
were ſituated in places that have been deſolated 
by war ; but .they were comforted, in all their 
tribulation, by the ſympathy, advice, aſſiſtance, 
and prayers, of their diſtant brethren in the 
Faith. Let us, in the favourable circumſtances, 
which are as yet vouchſafed to us, lay a ſimilar 
foundation for mutual fuccour and contolation 
in times of need. 
It feems neceſſary to advert to an apprehenſion, 

which. J find has riſen in the minds of others, 
although ir never occurred to mine. It has 
been thought, that jealouſy may be excited in 
civil governments, by advances toward religious 
Union among ſerious Chriſtians, I truſt this 
will not be the caſe. If it ſhould be, it muſt be 
occaſioned by a miſtaken idea, either of our 
real deſign, or of the nature and tendency of the 
Goſpel. Our plans, and our meaſures, will be 
open to univerſal notice; and will ſufficiently 
demonſtrate that. we aim at nothing elſe than to 
promote 
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promote pure and undefiled religion. And the 
general influence of this, in leading. perſons to 
live © quietly and peaceably, in all godlineſs 
« and honeſty,”. ſeems leaſt queſtionable at the 
preſent criſis ; when none can be. ignorant of 
the outrages that have been committed, appa- 
rently, for want of religious principles. The 
experiment has been made, lang ſince, by the 
cxertions, and ſucceſs, of the various claſſes of 
people commonly called Methodiſts ; in whoſe. 
ſteps, ſo far as they follow Chriſt, I truſt we 
ſhall gladly tread. -1 doubt whether the ſpread 
of the-Goſpel, within the laſt half century, to 
which hey have been greatly inſtrumental, has 
not had more effect than human laws or arms, 
to prevent the ſame deſolations here, that have 
laid waſte ſeveral parts of Europe. I acknow- 
ledge, that my own hope of being ſtill preſerved 
from theſe calamities, is chiefly founded upon 
the prayers, and the labours of Chriſtians, for 
the ſpread of the. Goſpel among us. But, what- 
cver event awalts, it is beſt for us to be doing 

the Lord's work, whilſt it is in our power: and 
if we © ſuffer according to the will of God, 
let us commit our ſouls to him in well-doing 
< as to a faithful Creator.“ 

Theſe obſervations lead to the laſt inſtance, 
in which I propoſe to ſhew that it is deſirable 
tor all real Chriſtians to unite together; that is 
to ſpread the knowledge of the Goſpel as exten- 
lively as poſſible. Perſonal benefit, mutual uſe- 
fulneſs, and general defence, are not the ſole 
objects that ſhould intereſt believers to unite 
together. Though, like {lender twags, they can 
only be kept unbroken, by being bound together ; 
yet, when united, they are capable of more than 
mere ſelf-preſervation. Adhering to our glo- 
rious “ Head, from whom all the body has 
nouriſhment miniſtered, being knit together 
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e by joints and bands, we ſhall' increaſe with 
« the intreaſe of God.” Members of Chriſt 
are formed for activity; and, ſo far as they are 
animated by his ſpirit, will exert -themſelves to 
advance his cauſe, and to deſtroy the works of 
the Devil. It has been often ſaid, that Satan 
dreads offenſive war. 

It is not eaſy to be conceived, how they, who 
have experienced the bleſſings communicated by 
the Goſpel, can reſt ſatisfied without endeavour- 
ing to impart them to others. The ſmalleſt 
degree of benevolence, might, one would think, 
prompt perſons to invite others' to ſhare, in a 
kind of happineſs, that would not be diminiſhed 
by participation. Not merely the firſt diſciple 
whom Jeſus called, but even the Samaritan 
woman, diligently made known the Meſſiah, 
when they had diſcovered him. The benefit to 
be imparted, 1s ſurely of ſufficient magnitude, to 
call for ſome exertions to diffuſe it. It has 
been with aſtoniſhment, that I have known {ome 
profeflors of the Goſpel aſk, why we ſhould go 
into neighbouring places to preach the Goſpel, 
when the people might come a few miles to 
hear, if they would? - Why! becauſe we know 
the value of the Goſpel, and they do not : be- 
cauſe we are convinced of the danger of their 
immortal ſouls; of which they are ignorant, 
and likely to be ſo, except we appriſe them of 
it: becauſe they know not that Chriſt is preci- 
ous ; and we, through his diſtinguiſhing mercy, 
and the kind exertions of fellow-creatures, have 
experienced that he is ſo. We would imitate 
our dear Lord; who came to ſeek and ſave that 
which was loſt ; and who paints his own con- 
duct, by the Shepherd following a wandering 
ſheep into the wilderneſs, and bringing it home 
with joy upon his ſhoulder.— But it is ſaid, the 
beathen are the firſt Pe They are the moſt 

neceſſitous. 
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neceſſitous. Do what you can for them. There 
is much, which you cannot do to heathens, that 
you may to your neighbours. The duties of 
inſtructing ignorant Pagans, and of awakening 
thoughtleſs and formal Chriſtians, are ſo conge- 
nial one to another, that neither can be per- 
formed, from proper motives, and in a right 
manner, where the other is neglected. Are you 
capable of going to preach the Goſpel to diſtant 
Heathen? Go, in the name of Chriſt! Con- 
fer not with fleſh and blood ! Look not behind 
you! There are thouſands left to preach to 
Britiſh ſinners. But you have infirmities, or 
other impediments, that deter you from leaving 
this country. Then be not idle, whilſt at home. 
Hundreds may be uſeful to their neighbours, for 
one whoſe uſefulneſs can extend to the Heathen. 
If you have not talents, or ſtrength, for inſtructing 
cither claſs of fellow-creatures, be the more 
carneſt, in aſſiſting and enabling others to labour 
among them. Where Miniſters arc aged, and 
incapable of their former activity, in viſiting: 
adjacent places ; let their congregations become 
uſeful by aiding the exertions of others, whole 
youth and ſtrength are devoted to the ſervice of 
Chriſt. Is it ſaid, that for this, and other ob- 
jects to be promoted by this Union, there are 
already inſtitutions in exiſtence ? Bleſſed be God, 
that there are! They have done much good ; 
and much more I truſt they will do. But look 
around your places of abode ; and aſk your own 
conſciences, if there is not room, and neceſſity, 
for more general exertions? The Goſpel is 
preached in this county, as commonly as in moſt 
parts of England. This place has long reſounded 
with the joyful tidings of ſalvation. That ad- 
mirable man John Bunyan; and other zealous 
and uſeful men, who preceded, and followed 
him, in labouring ſtatedly here, are well known 
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to have ſpared no pains, and to have ſhunned no 
danger, in order to ſpread the Goſpel round the 
neighbourhood. Several of the congregations, 
whoſe Miniſters and Members I am now ad- 
dreſſing, were, I believe, the fruits of their 
labours. Since that time, with how much zeal 
and liberality did good Mr. Berridge ſtrive, by 
his own and others labours, to bring ſinners to 
the knowledge of his Maſter! May a ſpirit, 
equally worthy of the Goſpel, actuate the nu- 
merous body of the Clergz, who hold the ſame 
doctrines that he ſo powerfully preached! He 
preferred the ſal vation of ſouls to all other con- 
cerns, and“ eſteemed the reproach of Chriſt 
«« greater riches than the treaſures of Egypt.“ 
Theſe honorable fervants of Jeſus have entered 
into their reſt; * they have ceaſed from their 
« labours, and their works have followed them.” 
Shall we not emulate their pattern? Had we 
done ſo in general, and without remitting our 
efforts, there would not, ſurely, at this day, be 
ſo many dark parts of the country. Thele are 
fewer in ſome quarters than in others; but the 
molt diligent enquiry I could make has left me 
in doubt, whether an awakening miniſtry of the 
Goſpel has yet extended, even occaſionally, to 
one in three of the villages, and principal ham- 
lets, in this county. Brethren, let us, like one 
of old, reckon nothing done, whilſt ſo much 
remains to be done. Let us remember our 
Lord's command to“ preach the Goſpel to every 
« creature.” Let us watch, and ſearch, and 
pray, for means of acceſs wherever the habita- 
tions of our neighbours are deſtitute of Goſpel 
light and life. Let us conſult, and plan, and 
execute, for the Lord, who hath called us from 

darkneſs, that we ſhould ſhew forth his praiſe. 
But the need of uniting for this purpoſe, has 
been queſtioned, The Union of Chriſt's J—_ 
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has been already ſnewn to be natural and proper 
in itſelf, and to be needful for their mutual wel- 
fare: but that it is alſo neceſſary for the ſpread 
of the Goſpel at home and abroad, is likewiſe 
deducible from experience and reaſon. When 
had the word of God the freeſt courſe? When 
was it moſt glorified, in the converſion of Jews 
and Pagans ?—In the early ages of Chriſtianity ; 
when the Church retained its proper unity. 
Had it gone on to conquer, as at firſt, the earth 
would, long ere now, have been covered with 

the knowledge of Chriſt, as the ſea is filled 
with water. Satan fell from Heaven, like light- 
ning. He trembled for the ſtrong holds he yet 
poſleſſed, which were ready to be affailed with 
weapons, not carnal, but mighty through God. 
He had recourle to treachery ; and by ſowing 
diſcord among Chriſtians, he ſecured the hea- 
then, for a time, as his own poſſeſſion. Since 
the reformation from Popery, whence is it, that 
Proteſtants have done fo little toward enlighten- 


ing the Heathen? Becauſe they are diſunited. 


The children of this world are wiſer in their 
generation than the children of light. When 
the Romi/h Church beheld itſelf diveſted of ſo 
much power in Europe, it endeavoured to repair 
the damage by diſtant acquiſitions. The unity 
it had maintained, ſuch as it was, afforded 
ready and ample means for the undertaking. 
Vaſt funds were eaſily and expeditiouſly raiſed: 
ſumptuous, and well-concerted eſtabliſhments 
were formed; and hoſts of Miſſionaries, of emi- 


nent talents, inundated Afia, Africa, and Ame- - 


rica, Long did the Papiſts boaſt that theirs 
was the only Apoſtolic Church, becauſe 7bcy 
only laboured for the converſion of the Heathen, 
It was, indeed, a kind of converſion, which, 


though it extended rapidly, availed but little, as 


to the religion, or morality of its ſubjects. But 
how 
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how glorious might have been the fruits of thefe 


powerful exertions, had their object been to 


diffuſe the Goſpel in its purity! Several ſects 
of Proteſtants, at length, were rouſed to emu- 
lation. Some real good was done by them ; but 
their efforts were contracted and feeble, becauſe 
they were unconnected with, and unſupported 


by each other. One, only, amongſt Proteſtant 


Churches, has effectually done away the reproach 
that was incurred. It is hardly neceſſary for me 
to mention the Unity of Brethren, commonly 
known by the title of Moravians; a name, 
which though long deſpiſed, has, ſince the at- 
tention of Chriſtians was revived toward the 
Heathen, been juſtly praiſed in all the Churches. 

Are we Miniſters of Chriſt ? They are © more. 
* In labours more abundant, in ſufferings be- 
« yond meaſure, in priſons very frequent, in 
« deaths oft.” All that Paul writes of his 
perils and his pains, might, without exaggera- 
tion, be applied to them. Their ſucceſſes, alſo, 
though not commenſurate with their efforts or 
their hardſhips, have been extenſive and 1m- 
portant. How are we to account for the diſtanee, 
at which they have left all other Churches be- 
hind, in the Miſſionary courſe? Have they 
been more numerous, more learned, more opu- 
lent, than other denominations of Proteſtants ? 
No: but they were more UNITED. They have 
vindicated the title they aſſumed : the Unity of 
Bretbren. Though diſperſed, partly by perſe- 
cution, partly by Miſſionary labour, in every 
quarter of the globe; they are ſtill one body, 
animated by one ſpirit; adhering to Jeſus as 
their living head, and to each other as his 
members. But for this, what they have attempted 
would have been impracticable; what they have 
accompliſhed, would be incredible. In 7his re- 


ſpect, I would that all who hear me this day, 
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and all who in every place call upon the Lord 
Jeſus, were almoſt, nay ae ſuch as they 
are. 

In every inſtance we have ſeen 2 in 
ſpreading chriſtianity, inſeparable from the union 
of them who attempted it. With reſpect to the 
awakening of nominal Chriſtians in this country, 
ſimilar arguments might be brought from the 
arduous and ſucceſsful labours of the Methodiſts ; 
whether Calviniſts, or Arminians, The rapid 
progreſs, and amazing numbers of the Nos vs 
in moſt parts of theſe kingdoms, muſt, I appre- 
hend, be attributed, in a great meaſure, to that 
unity, of which the late Mr. Wefley was the 
centre, and the moving ſpring. It appears to 
me, that nothing was farther from the original 
deſign of that eminent ſervant of Chriſt, than 
the formation of a new ſect. He ſeems to have 
aimed at promoting godlineſs in all parties, 
without ſeparating them from their former reli- 
gious connections. The obvious difficulty of 
keeping ſuch a plan inviolate, when it became 
neceſſary to form diſtinct ſocieties, and to erect 
ſeparate places of worſhip, may apologize tor 
deviations from that principle, in the conduct 
of ſome who were connected with him, and in 
his own toward the cloſe of his life. To ſuch 
difficulties, I apprehend, that a plan for ſpread- 
ing the Goſpel by means of a general union of 
Chriſtians, is not liable. Religious ſocicties 
can only be formed, and places er apart for 
worſhip, where there are not already means of 
ſpiritual profit; and in the caſe of any congre- 
gation being newly raiſed, it will depend ſolely 
upon the ſentiments of the awakened people, 
whether they are claſſed under one, or another, 
of the common denominations of Chriſtians. 
We propoſe to unite only with them whom we 
believe to be truly pious; from them we would on 
no 
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no account whatever ſeparate; and amongſt them 
we would promote, nat diviſion, but harmony 
and zeal. Our Union cannot depend upon any 
individual, or particular body of people amongſt 
us; it canonly exiſt by the Union of its members 
to Chriſt, and to each other for his ſake, and 
under his ſole authority. There muſt be perſons 
choſen from amongſt you, to act as officers for 
the whole body, in order to direct your united 
concerns, Experience will beſt determine, what 
degree, and what duration of authority, are 
neceſſary to be committed to ſuch officers. The 
appointments will, in every reſpect, reſult from 
your own choice. Neither any individual, nor 
any claſs, pretends to ſuperiority over another. 
It is as brethren, under one maſter, even Chriſt, 
that we unite; and as ſuch we are upon a foot- 
ing of perfect equality: whether miniſters or 
members of churches, whether elder or younger, 
learned or unlearned, rich or poor, male or 
female; © ye are all one in Chriſt Jeſus.” If 
Chriſtians, of all partics, will unite to ſpread 
the Goſpel around them, making it a common 
cauſe ; and only be as diligent in the work as 
ſome have been, upon plans that were leſs com- 
prehenſive; the effects may be beyond all cal- 
culation. I have referred to the work carried 
on under the late Mr. Weſley ; partly, to give 
due honour to his arduous labours; partly, to 
ſhew how inconſiſtent it would be, for them who 
follow his ſteps, to keep aloof from other Chriſ- 
tians ; and partly to demonſtrate, from the ſuc- 
ceſs of his undertaking, what extenſive effects 
we may hope to ſce produced, by uniting to 
ſpread the Goſpel. I cannot expreſs this argu- 
ment in ſtronger terms, than thoſe which have 
been addreſſed to me on the ſubject, by a friend, 
who was long in the connection referred to. 
1% If,” ſays he, “ in ſixty years, John Weſley 
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* and his brother, have raiſed four hundred 
* travelling preachers, four thouſand local ones, 
* and a hundred thouſand members in Great 
« Britain, to ſay nothing of America; who, 
« with conſtant hearers, form a body of four or 
*« five hundred thouſand ; and that, chiefly, by 
« village, and itinerant preaching ; what ſuc- 
* ceſs may not a body of five or fix hundred 
« miniſters expect, in the ſame time?” The 
number of pious miniſters in Britain, who may, 
if they pleaſe, unite for this purpoſe, is incom- 
parably greater than my friend has ftated it. 
The aid, to be derived from the labours of many 
private chriſtians, in their congregations, may 
prove an acceſſion of the greateſt importance. 
If our Union were general, and our exertions 
but equal to thoſe of a claſs of people whom 
man has much deſpiſed, but whom God has 
much honoured; I ſee no limits that could be 
{et to our uſefulneſs, but thoſe of the habitable 
globe. 
Perhaps, by this time, it will be granted to 
me, that the union among Chriſtians is likely to 
be uſeful in ſpreading the knowledge of the Goſ- 
pel. What 1s fully demonſtrated by experience, 
we muſt regard as a-fact, whether, or not, we 
can explain the mode of its operation. But it 
is not difficult to underſtand, how union tends 
to ſucceſs, in accompliſhing ſpiritual, any more 
than natural purpoſes. No one doubts, that an 
army can do more then a fingle warrior ; or that 
ten perſons, together, may move a weight, upon 
which all of them, ſeparately, could produce 
no effect. When individuals fight, with, or 
without weapons, 1t is not uncommon for the 
ſmaller, and weaker of the two, to conquer; 
and he will be almoſt certain to do ſo, if he 
Knows, better than his adverſary, how to throw 
the whole force of his body into his arm. We 
propoſe, 
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propoſe, by uniting, to collect our powers, and 
direct them to the ſame object: and who will 
queſtion that there 1s greater bodily ſtrength for 
labour, in /everal preachers, than in one alone ? 
As little is it to be doubted, that © in a multi— 
*« tude of counſellors there is wiſdom,” more 
than in any one man. 

It has been ſuggeſted, that ſome miniſters 


and congregations do, already, their utmoſt, to 


ſpread the goſpel around them. Bleſſed be God 
for it! How deſirable is it, that we all ſhould, 
by mutual communications, be excited to the 
imitation of ſuch examples; and that where 
zeal is exerted to the utmoſt preſent ability, it 
ſhould, by ſeaſonable aſſiſtance from other quar- 
ters, have a ſtill greater ſcope afforded for its 
exerciſe ! Can we hear of the great good the 
Lord is accompliſhing by mcans of others, 
without longing to take our part in the work? 
1 am fully perſuaded, that churches, and pro- 
feſſors, who- have long been ſettling upon the 
Tees, could not remain in ſo unprofitable a ſtate, 
if they were well, acquainted with what ſome of 
their brethren are doing fer the Lord, and ex- 
periencing from his favour. What is morc ani- 
mating or edifying, than to read the lives, 
Jabours, and ſucceſſes of eminent ſervants of 
God, who © through faith and patience have 
* entered upon the promiſed inheritance ;*” 
except it be to behold living inſtances of the 
fame zcal and uſefulneſs? By the diſantan of 
Chriſtians, they know little, or nothing, of the 
work of God in the church. © Meaſuring 
« themſelves only by themſelves, and com- 
t paring themſelves only amongſt themſelves,” 


they are not likely to be cither humble, zealous, 
or © wiſe.” Mutual acquaintance, counſel, and 


co-operation, will! give a general circulation to 
<briſtian zeal, like that of the blood through the 
limbs, 
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limbs, by which they become active. There is 
an emulation, natural to the human mind; 
which, under a proper influence, is capable of 
being turned to the beſt of purpoſes Many a 
boy, who has afterward become an eminent 
ſcholar, diſcovered no inclination for learning, 
till he was rouſed to emulation. Its effects 
upon the ſpread of the goſpel is ſuch, that ſome 
in the apoſtles time, and numbers ſince, have 
« preached Chriit of contention.” Paul re- 
joiced that, by any means, Chriſt was preached ; 
even though with a deſign to add affliction to his 
impriſonment. We ſhould cultivate this temper, 
when we ſee perſons evidently prompted to ex- 
ertion, by motives of party ſpirit : but by Chriſ- 
tian Union, we ſhall © provoke one another to 
« love,” as well as * to good works.” 

Even the obſtacles, that impede the ſpread of 
the goſpel, will be partly done away by our 
uniting for the purpoſe. Beſide thoſe, which 
might otherwiſe ariſe from mutual oppoſition, 
or jealouſy, on the one hand ; and delicacy of 
interference on the other; there axe objections 
from people ignorant of the goſpel, which union 
alone can ſilence. Jews, and other intidels, 
have replied to the exhortations of Chriſtian 
miniſters ; ** Why do you not agree among your- 
'* ſelves, before you pretend to convert us? 
« Which party of Chriſtians are we to join? If 
« we adopt your ſentiments, we ſhall be diſ- 
« claimed by other Chriſtians.” Thus the 
name of Chriſt is blaſphemed among unbeliev- 
ers, on account of our diviſions. But with how 
much advantage may we addreſs them, not as 
advocates of a ſect, but as ſcrious believers in 
Chriſt; laying aſide our differences, and uniting 
our exertions, to bring ſinners to his knowledge! 
So, when we unitedly exhort nominal Chriſ- 
?1ans to repentance, it will be evident, that our 

aim 
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tim is not to draw them from heir party to o, 
but from the world, and ſatan, to Chriſt. 
Thus, my brethren, I have feebly endeavoured 
to repreſent to you a few of the advantages, 
which may be enjoyed by uniting together ag 
Chriſtians ; whether with reſpect to your perſo- 
nal edification, your mutual uſefulneſs, your 
general preſervation, or your ſucceſs in ſpread- 
ing the goſpel. If the Lord diſpoſes, and 
enables you, to make the full proof of a Chriſ- 
tian Union; I am confident, that you will find, 
not the half has been told you, of the benefits 
ariſing from it. It is © no new commandment,” 
but that which was given, and practiſed * at 
ce the beginning.” If it appears new to us, 
ſurely it muſt be, © becauſe the darkneſs is paſs- 
« ing away, and the true light ſhines upon us.“ 
We are brethren, in our endearing relations to 
God, and in our ſpiritual reſemblance of each 
other. The dying love, the prayers, and the 
precepts of our Lord, conſtrain us to dwel! ſo- 
gether in unity; as Chriftians did, in the firſt, 
and beſt period of the church. It will be eſſen- 
tially conducive to our comfort and our v/efulneſs. 
Let us not pride ourſelves, therefore, in diſtinc- 
tions which ſhall foon be removed ; but think it 
our honour to conſtitute an union, that Hall 
never be diſſolved. The prophecies, the lan- 
guages, the knowledge of the earlieſt Chriſtians, 
have long ſince vaniſhed. “ Faith, hope, and 
« love, ſhall abide,” through all ages of the 
church; but the greateſt of theſe is Love, which, 
like Gop, whoſe name and nature it is, ſhall 
till ETERNITY ! 


HYMN. 


I. 


Ho good, and pleaſant, is the fight, 
When &4retbren cordially unite! 

Parted no more, by form, or name, 

But oe in CaRisrT, their hope, their aim. 


II. 


When Iſrael's tribes together dwelt, 
They the delights of union felt; 

But CrnRI1sT to ſweeter union draws 
The ſouls, devoted to his cauſe. 


III. 


Thus the firſt ſervants of our Lorn, 
Together dwelt with one accorq; 

And when their bounds extended wide, 
No diſtance could their hearts divide. 


IV. 


Alas, that e, and /atan gain'd | 
The vict'ry, where our Lokp had reign'd! 
And they, whom heav'nly bonds unite, 


On carth, each other ſhun, or ſlight, 
8 Too 
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To. 


Too long the Church has mourn'd, and bled; 
Too far, her lifeleſs limbs been ſpread : 
Spirit of ChRIST, thine influence give! 
Let theſe dry bones unite, and live! 
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Join'd to our glorious Heap above, 


j Let ev'ry member ſhare our love; 
© And let each fellow nner feel 
i The force of our reviving zeal ! 


VII, 


The go/pel, then, no empty ſound, 
Nor cunning fable, ſhall be found ; 
But mercy, grace, and peace, obtain 
Their endleſs, univerſal reign. 


POSTSCRIPT, 


POSTSCRIPT, 


Tre haſte, with which it was neceſſary that 
the preceding diſcourſe ſhculd paſs through the 
preſs, after delays which had unavoidably occurred, 
prevented the author from ever ſeeing the whole 
of it together, till it had been printed; and has 
occaſioned ſome errors, and repetitions, which 
would otherwiſe have been corrected. Toward 
theſe, and ſuch other defects as may be accounted 
for by the author's diſtance from the preſs, he 
has to requeſt the reader's excrtion of candour. 
A conſiderable time having, neverthelets, elapſed, 
ſince the Union of Chriſtians was formed at 
Bedford, ſome account of its preſent ſtate will, 
probably, be thought deſirable. 

The number of Miniflers, who have united 
together, is above thirty; and the pious people 
of their congregations appear generally diſpoſed 
to join in the Union. It now comprchends ſix 
religious denominations. Meetings have been 
held in each of the ſeveral diſtricts before ſpeci- 
fied ; and have begun to be repeated, at intervals 
of a month, or {ix weeks. Several towns, not at 
firſt propoſed, are now included within the 
limits. Places of worthip have been newly 
opened in various ſituations; and in others, to 
which the Goſpel had before gained acceſs, it 
has been more frequently preached. The dili- 
gence and fervour of Miniſters have increaſed ; 
and the people moſtly crowd to hear, and attend 
with remarkable ſeriouſneſs. On the minds of 
ſome, very powerful religious impreſſions have 
been made. Oppoſition, as might be expected, 
has begun to manifeſt itſelf; but hitherto with- 
out effect. Chriſtian Brethren ! pray for us, 
that the word of the Lord may have free courſe, 
and be glorified ! 

Newport Pagnel, 

December 28, 1797. 
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